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Being a top horseman or horsewoman requires learning all you can about horses, and setting and
achieving goals for you and your horse. With humane training methods, a well-trained horse will
respond to your wishes and give you his or her best.

Additional information is available to 4-H Horse Project members and leaders from the UNHCE
website (http://www.ceinfo.unh.edu)  or your county Cooperative Extension office. Available
literature includes NH 4-H Horse Rule Book, 4-H Horse Event Information and Fact Sheets.

Other suggested publications and books:
• The Horse, by J. W. Evans, A. Borton, H. Hintz, and L. D. Van Vleck, Second edition, Freeman

Company, New York.
• Feeding and Care of the Horse, Lon Lewis, Second Edition, Williams & Wilkins, Media, PA.
• Horse Industry Handbook, American Youth Horse Council, Louisville, KY.

Humane Policy Statement for 4-H Horse Project

It is the responsibility of every 4-H member to ensure that proper care is taken of their horse
according to acceptable methods of good equine husbandry, as set forth by UNH Cooperative
Extension and the NH Department of Agriculture. A healthy horse requires sufficient food, water,
shelter and correct health care. Cruel and inhumane training methods are not appropriate.
Specific equine husbandry guidelines and humane training methods are provided in this 4-H
Horse Project Manual.

When I Compete
(4-H rule while competing at events)

My performance goal is never only to beat someone else.
I respect and learn from other competitors more skilled than myself.
I don’t criticize other competitors, officials or judges.
I do my best always.
I have fun.
I stay home if I cannot follow the above rules.
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The New Hampshire Department of Agriculture, Markets & Food’s Division of Animal Industry
regulates the entry of animals and poultry into the state and determines which tests and
vaccinations are required for animals living in or coming into the state. The goal of the
department is to protect NH’s people, livestock and poultry from disease. In addition, the
department’s efforts help stabilize production costs which help control the cost of associated food
products.

If you live in New Hampshire and plan to bring your animal to a horse show, clinic or camp in
New Hampshire, you must check with the show secretary or person responsible for specific
health requirements. All 4-H animal shows, events and activities require animals to have a valid,
up-to-date rabies vaccination. Some shows/events require a test for Equine Infectious Anemia
(EIA) conducted within six months prior to the show. This test is called a Coggins’ test and must
be performed by an Accredited Veterinarian. (See Chapter 7 for more information about EIA).

If you live outside of the state and plan to bring your horse to a show in New Hampshire, you
must have a “Certificate of Veterinary Inspection” signed by an Accredited Veterinarian. This
Certificate should indicate the health status of the horse(s) involved, including a valid negative
A.G.I.D. or Coggins’ test for Equine Infectious Anemia conducted within six months prior to
entry. A Certificate of Veterinary Inspection, which has been issued for a New Hampshire fair/
show, will remain in effect for the entire year’s show season.

If you live in New Hampshire and are traveling with your horse to another state, you must find
out the requirements for that state. Each state may have different requirements and the
requirements can change from year to year. You should always check for health requirements
well before you transport your animals.

If you have questions about health regulations, please contact the New Hampshire Department of
Agriculture, Markets & Food’s Division of Animal Industry by visiting their web site at: http://
www.agriculture.nh.gov/about/animal_industry.htm or call them at 603-271-2404.
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What is a breed?

A breed is a group of animals with a common origin. Each group, or breed, has definite breed
characteristics not commonly found in other breeds. These characteristics are fixed in the genetic
makeup of the breed and will be passed from parents to offspring. Many 4-H’ers can identify
Chevrolets or Fords by body styles. You can recognize horse breeds the same way.

Some popular pleasure breeds include Quarter Horse, Arabian, Appaloosa, Morgan,
Thoroughbred, American Saddle Horse and Paint Horse. Popular pony breeds for smaller riders
are Shetland, Welsh and Pony of the Americas (P.O.A.). Horses that are crossbred are produced
from mating two or more breeds and on Table 1 there is more information about other breeds of
horses.

When you learn to recognize breed characteristics, you can identify if a horse is a Thoroughbred,
Arabian or Quarter Horse. You will soon be able to tell when certain breed characteristics appear
in crossbred horses.

You are not required to purchase a purebred or registered horse for a 4-H project. Select a
healthy, sound, well-mannered horse. As you learn more about horses, you may begin to prefer
one breed over another. Remember every breed has good points, but no matter what its breed,
your horse can only be as good as your ability to handle it.

Owning a horse is an expensive commitment, requires time and is a big responsibility. Before
buying a horse, keep in mind:

• the rider’s age, size, interest and riding style,
• the family’s knowledge of horses,
• available facilities, and
• what you can afford.

Horses are classified, regardless of breeding, to the purpose for which they are best suited. Some
breeds may have horses classified in more than one type. When selecting a 4-H mount, determine
what style or classification best fits you and your family’s interest. Stock horses are used on
ranches and for pleasure riding but they are also for showring competitions. English pleasure,
hunter and jumper horses often are show horses. The type and conformation of major horse
breeds are described in the Colorado 4-H Horse Judging Guide.

Once you decide on a classification, select a horse that fits you. A beginner should choose a
mature, well-trained horse not a young unbroken horse. The combination of a beginner rider and
a green horse generally is not beneficial to either the rider or the horse. Ask a veterinarian, riding
instructor, trainer or local 4-H leader to inspect a horse before you purchase it. A veterinarian can
perform a pre-purchase exam to determine if the horse is healthy or has structural problems that
would affect its athletic ability.
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Horse classifications

Stock horse
These horses are short-coupled, deep-bodied and well muscled. They were developed to work cattle,
and often will compete in rodeos. Quarter Horse, Appaloosa, Arabian, Paint, Morgan or P.O.A. usually
predominate stock horse breeds. Their easy-going gaits are the walk, jog and lope.
English style
Horses of this type are found in all light breeds. Their walk, trot and canter are popular for pleasure
riding. English pleasure horses usually are more angular than stock horses and have more extreme
style and action. Some of the popular breeds are Saddlebred, Morgan and Arabian.
Hunter
A hunter is a large, clean-cut horse bred for cross-country riding and jumping. It moves boldly and
briskly and has a long purposeful stride. They are usually Thoroughbreds or crossbreds selected for
stamina, speed and surefootedness.
Ponies
Ponies are small horses less than 14.2 hands in height at maturity. Most common are the Shetland and
the medium-sized Welsh pony. These two breeds often are crossed with Arabians, Morgans and other
breeds of light horses to produce larger, more spirited ponies. The POA is the result of cross breeding
an Appaloosa with a Shetland. Hackney ponies are noted for their high trotting action and light
carriage use.
Sporthorses (warmbloods)
Some of the popular breeds are Holsteiner, Trakehner and Hanoverian. These breeds are used for
dressage, jumping, combined training and combined driving. The warmbloods combine the
Thoroughbred and Arabian blood with draft breeds.
Gaited horses
These horses have a unique gait that results in a smooth and rhythmic comfortable ride. Each breed
has a specific synchronous lateral gait that is characteristic to the breed. Some gaited breeds are Paso
Fino, Peruvian Paso, Tennessee Walking Horse, Missouri Fox Trotter and Rocky Mountain Horse.
Registered
These are horses belonging to a specific breed with registration papers documenting the horse’s
ancestors. Some registered breeds are considered purebreds. Other breeds of horses have open
registries.
Crossbred
A crossbreed is a horse that combines the characteristics of two or more horse breeds.
Color breeds
These are breeds of horses that are bred for their coat colors or markings. Some color breeds are
Pintos, Palominos and Buckskins. These horses can sometimes be registered with more than one
association.
Draft horses
These breeds are heavily muscled horses used as workhorses. They stand 16 hands or taller and weigh
1,600 pounds or more. Some breeds of draft horses are Percherons, Belgians, Shires, Clydesdales and
Suffolks.
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Some breeds of horses

Arabian
Identified by a finely chiseled head and dished face,
long arching neck, high tail carriage and light build.
They stand 14.1 to 15.2 hands tall and weigh 800 to
1,100 pounds. Coat color varies from gray, black,
chestnut and bay. The Arabian is the oldest breed of
horse, developed more than 3,000 years ago. Arabians
originated in the Middle East or north Africa. The
Arabian is the foundation breed for all modern breeds of
horses. They are used for general purpose riding and
show.

American Quarter Horse
Its well-muscled, compact and very powerful build is
what gives the American Quarter Horse the ability to
gain speed in a matter of seconds. Quarter Horses
originated in the United States; the Quarter Horse is said
to have run in colonial America for sport. The Quarter
Horse ranges from a height of 14 hands to more than 17
hands; averaging 15 hands. Their use is determined by
their physical stature — they can be used for anything
from cattle events to English pleasure, depending on the
horse. They range in color from golden palomino to bay and sorrel. White markings on the head
and lower legs are acceptable. Quarter Horses can also be gray and roan.

Appaloosa
Identified by their coat patterns, most Appaloosas are
spotted. However, non-spotted Appaloosas can be
registered and shown. Most Appaloosas are between
950 and 1,250 pounds and 14 to 16 hands tall. They are
used for general purpose riding and show. The
Appaloosa Horse Breed recognizes four identifiable
characteristics of Appaloosa markings (see Appaloosa
coat patterns).
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Tobiano

Morgan horse
The Morgan horse breed is descended from one horse named
Justin Morgan born in 1789. Today more than 125,000
Morgans are recorded. Morgan horses are compact and
muscular yet refined. They have an upheaded, stylish,
spirited gait. The Morgan averages 14.2 to 15.2 hands in
height and is usually bay, brown, chestnut or black, but can
be buckskin, palomino or gray.  They are used for general
purpose riding and show.

American Paint Horse
These horses are mainly bred for their
color markings and are a recognized
breed. The Paint or Pinto
characteristic may appear on any base
color and is a combination of white
and colored markings. The two most
common patterns are tobiano and
overo. American Paint horses are a
combination of  conformation, have
strict bloodline requirements and a
distinctive stock-horse body type.

Pinto Horse
Pinto horses are bred for their color, either tobiano or overo. Pinto horses are spotted horses of
any breed registered in the Pinto Horse Association of America. There are four types of Pintos
produced by crossing breeds  with a breed that passes on saddle, stock, pleasure and hunter
characteristics.

Thoroughbred Horse
The Thoroughbred originated in England as a middle-distance racehorse, The Jockey Club is the
official breed registry for all Thoroughbreds born in the United States. The most common coat
colors are bay, brown, black, chestnut and, occasionally, roan or gray. White markings on the face
and legs are common. Thoroughbreds are known for their long stride and are used for flat track
racing, polo, hunting or general purpose riding and show.

Overo
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Table 1. Breeds of Horses

Breed Origin Color Characteristics Primary Uses

Akhal-Teke Russia metallic gold, gray, bay stands 14.2-15.2 hands riding, racing, dressage

American
Saddlebred

Kentucky
(Fayette
County)

bay, brown, chestnut, black, gray,
paint, buckskin

stand 15-16.5 hands, long, and
graceful neck, proud leg action,
comfortable easy ride

three and five gaited, fine-harness,
pleasure, stock, dressage

Andalusian
& Lusitano

Spain
gray, bay, rare blacks, palomino,
buckskin, chestnut

well muscled, 15.2 to 16.2
hands

parade, dressage, jumping,
pleasure, trail driving

Appaloosa
Oregon,
Washington,
Idaho

variable, often white over loin and
hips with dark, egg-shaped spots;
other patterns or solid

eye is encircled by white, skin is
mottled, and hoofs are striped
vertically black and white

cow horse, pleasure, parade,
racing

Arabian
Arabia, Middle
East or North
Africa

bay, gray, chestnut, white or black
(white Arabians are registered as
gray)

refined head, short back, high-
tail set, good endurance

show, pleasure, stock, saddle,
racing, endurance

Belgian Belgium chestnut or sorrel
15.3-16.3 hands (can be taller),
great strength

draft work, shows

Buckskin United States
buckskin, dun, grulla colored horses
can be registered

sometimes a dorsal stripe on
back and stripes on legs cow horse, pleasure, show

Cleveland
Bay

England
(Yorkshire)

solid bay with black legs
larger than most light horse
breeds, stands 16-16.2 hands

riding, driving, farm (also cross-
bred to produce hunters)

Clydesdale Great Britain bay, brown, gray, black
white on face and legs, legs
carry profuse feather, stands an
average 16.2 hands

farm work, promotion and
advertisement

Connemara Ireland
gray, black, bay, brown, dun, cream,
some roans and chestnuts

stand 13-14.2 hands
jumpers, saddle and harness
shows

Dutch
Warmblood

Netherlands any color 16.0 + hands
jumping, dressage, combined
driving

Norwegian
Fjord

Viking era
dun with a dorsal stripe, dark bars on
legs

13-14.2 hands, compact
muscular body

riding, driving, draft purposes,
pleasure, jumping, dressage

Friesian Netherlands always black, no white markings

stand average 15+ hands,
compact, muscular, fine head,
strong body, short legs with
feathering on heels

all-around working horse, circus
horse

Hackney

England; on the
eastern coast in
Norfolk and
adjoining
counties

chestnut, bay and brown most
common, although roans and blacks
are seen; white marks are common
and desired

in showring, custom decrees
heavy harness horses be docked
and have their manes pulled;
high natural action

heavy harness, carriage, cross-
breeding purposes to produce
hunters and jumpers

Hanoverian Germany any solid color 16.0 + hands dressage, jumping, sporthorse

Hungarian
Horse Hungary all colors, either solid or broken style and beauty with ruggedness

cow horse, cutting, pleasure, trail
riding, hunter, jumper

Miniature
Horse

United States all colors, either solid or broken
stands up to 8 hands, fine,
distinct, horse-type features

pets, circuses, show
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Breed Origin Color Characteristics Primary Uses

Missouri
Foxtrotter

Missouri,
Arkansas
(Ozarks)

sorrel, gray, brown, black, bay distinctive smooth 4 beat gait
called the fox trot gait

all-around riding, used in U.S.
Forest Service Districts

Morgan United States bay, chestnut, brown, black
good endurance, strong,
versatile, stands average 15.2
hands

all-around riding, show ring
under saddle and harness

Mules Spain sorrel, gray, brown, either solid or
broken

stands 12 to 17.2 hands tall,
large, well set ears

all-around riding, driving, pack
animals

Mustang United States any color 13.2-15 hands tall, known for
physical toughness

original cow pony, used by
American Indians, now for
general riding

National
Show
Horse

United States;
Saddlebred,
Arabian Cross

any color
refinement, stamina of the
Arabian, size and high-stepping
action of the Saddlebred

show ring under saddle and
halter

Paint United States tobiano, overo or tovero coat color
pattern

breeding for coat color and
stock horse build all-around riding

Paso Fino
Peru, Puerto
Rico, Cuba,
Columbia

any color although solid colors are
preferred

walking and trotting is natural
gaited and very comfortable

pleasure, parade, show,
endurance, working horse

Percheron France gray or black

Stand 15.2-17 hands, powerful
with stamina and endurance but
fine head, beauty and grace of
movement

draft and farm work, pulling
contests

Peruvian
Paso Peru any color, but solid colors are

preferred
natural, smooth gaited walk and
trot that is comfortable to ride

pleasure, parade, endurance,
show, working horse

Pinto

United States
from horses
brought in by
Spanish
conquista-
dores

half color or colors and half white,
many spots well placed, two distict
pattern markings of Overo and
Tobiano

glass eyes not discounted,
separate registry for ponies and
horses under 14 hands

any light horse purpose,
especially show, parade,
novice, pleasure, stock horses

Pony of
the
Americas

United States;
Mason City,
IA

similar to Appaloosa, white over the
loin and hips, with dark, round or
egg-shaped spots

happy medium to Arabian and
Quarter horse in miniature,
ranging in height from 46-54
inches

youth western type pony, show,
all-around riding, driving

Quarter
Horse United States chestnut, sorrel, bay, dun, palomino,

black, brown, roan, copper

well-muscled, powerful build,
small alert ear; sometimes
heavy muscled cheeks and jaw

cow horse, racing, pleasure
hunters, jumpers, cutting,
reining, roping, barrel racing

Rocky
Mountain
Horse

Eastern
Kentucky

all colors, must be solid, no white
above the knee or hock

stands 14.2 to 16 hands tall,
natural ambling four-beat gait

pleasure, trail riding, endurance
riding, working cattle

Shagya
Arabian Syria gray usual Arabian characteristics,

stands 15 hands
all-purpose riding and sometime
harness

Shetland
Ponly

Shetland
Islands black, bay, brown, gray, chestnut not more than 10.2 hands children's horse, driving

Shire
England
(medieval
times)

bay, brown, gray, black
stand 18 hands, weigh up to
one ton, strong, big, long legs,
heavy feathering

farm work, draft work, show
ring
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Breed Origin Color Characteristics Primary Uses

Standardbred United
States

bay most common but
all solid colors 15.2 + longer back, good stamina driving and racing

Tennessee
Walking
Horse

Tennessee
black, bay, chestnut,
sometimes palomino or
champagne

four-beat gait walking and trotting, stands
15-15.2 hands

saddle and harness shows, all-
around racing

Thoroughbred England brown, bay, chestnut or
any other solid color

stand 14.2-17 hands; fine head, elegant
neck, sloping shoulder, powerful haunches

racing, hunting, jumping,
pleasure, dressage

Trakehner Germany any solid color usually 16-16.2 hands dressage, jumping

Welsh Pony Wales

any color except
piebald and skewbald,
gaudy white markings
are not popular

small size, 12.2-14 hands
children, small adults, harness,
racing, parade roadsters, trail
riding, stock cutting, hunting

Asses: Jacks
and Jennets

domesticated
in Egypt

black with white nose,
red, gray

compared to horses are smaller, shorter
hair on mane and tail, no chestnuts on
inside hind legs, longer ears, smaller and
deeper hoofs, loud and harsh voice (bray),
less subject to founder or injury, more
hardy

crossing with horses to produce
mules; purposes include riding,
driving and showing

Body colors

Use the terms for various body colors and markings to correctly describe or identify a horse.
Color descriptions describe body colors of many horse and pony breeds. Each breed has preferred
colors which are stated in the literature available from the respective breed associations.

Bay
Body color ranges from tan to red, to reddish-brown or mahogany; mane and tail are black.
Usually lower legs are black.

Black
A true black is without light areas with a black mane and tail.

Brown
Body color is brown or black with light areas at muzzle, eyes, flanks and inside upper legs; mane
and tail are black.

Buckskin
Body color is yellowish or gold. Mane and tail are black, and usually black lower legs. No dorsal
stripe.

Chestnut or (Sorrel)
Body color is dark-red or reddish-brown. Mane and tail usually are the same color as body but
may be flaxen. Color varies from bright yellowish to red or rich mahogany.
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Cremello
Double dilution of chestnut with off-white or cream body and even lighter mane and tail. Also
called type A albino—not a true albino.

Dun
Body color is yellowish or gold; mane and tail are black or brown. Must have a dorsal stripe and
often zebra stripes on legs and a transverse stripe over withers.

Gray
Mixture of white and black or other colored hairs, usually born solid-colored or almost solid
colored and gets lighter with age.

Grullo or Grulla
Body color is smokey or mouse-colored, not a mixture of black and white hairs — each hair is
mouse-colored. Mane and tail are black, usually lower legs are black and may have a dorsal
stripe.

Palomino
Body color is golden-yellow, with a white mane and tail.

Perlino
Double dilution of bay with off-white or pearl body and rust-color tips on the mane, tail, and
sometimes on lower legs. Also called type B albino-not a true albino.

Red Dun
This is a form of dun with body color solid-yellowish or flesh-colored. Mane, tail and dorsal
stripe are red.

Roan
Blue roan is a somewhat uniform mixture of white with black hairs over the body, usually with a
few red hairs. Red roan is more or less a uniform mixture of white with red hairs on the body,
usually darker on the head and lower legs. This color will not change with age.

White
A white horse has white skin and hair, but has some dark pigment in locations such as ears, eyes,
stomach and hooves. It is born white and will not change with age. A true white foal is born with
no pigment, having a genetic disorder called lethal white foal syndrome, known as lethal white,
and does not survive.
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To identify a horse, discuss the horse’s marking, not just its body color. Instead of identifying a
horse as a dark sorrel, also mention its white blaze and three white socks. There are a variety of
common markings.

Star, stripe
and snip Blaze

Star and
Stripe

Star

Bald Face

Figure 1. Head Marking

Coronet Pastern Sock Half Stocking Inside Outside Outside
Stocking heel heel heel white

extending

Figure 2. Leg Marking
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Other markings

Appaloosa coat patterns
The Appaloosa Horse Breed recognizes four identifiable characteristics of Appaloosa markings.
Appaloosa patterns may appear on any basic coat color. Appaloosa horses can have spotted coat
patterns such as leopard — white with spots over the entire body — or a blanket — a white
patch covering the horses’ hip with or without spots on the blanket. In addition to coat patterns
and mottled skin, Appaloosas have white sclera around the eyes, white surrounding the pupil and
have vertically striped hooves. Appaloosas may be solid colored with the other characteristics
present.

Black Points
Characteristics are a black mane and tail and extremities of the body (ears, muzzle, legs, etc.).

Paint or Pinto
The paint or pinto characteristic may appear on any base color and is a combination of white and
colored markings. The two most common patterns are tobiano (toe-bee-ah’-no) and overo (oh-
ver’-oh).

• The tobiano horse will usually have head markings like a solid-color horse. Its legs may be
white and body markings are often regular and distinct oval or round patterns that extend down
over the neck and chest. A two-toned tail is common.

• The overo horse often has a bald face and at least one leg will be dark in color. Body markings
are usually irregular, scattered or splashy white markings, often called calico patterns that
commonly do not cross the back between the withers and tail. The tail is solid colored, usually
dark but occasionally white. Glass or blue eyes are more prevalent in overos than in tobianos.

• The tovero horse has dark pigmentation around the ears, which may expand to cover the
forehead and/or eyes. One or both eyes may be blue. There is dark pigmentation around the
mouth which may extend up the sides of the face and form spots. Flank spot(s) range in size
and are often accompanied by smaller spots that extend forward across the barrel and up over
the loin. There may be spots of various size at the base of the tail.

Ray or dorsal stripe
The ray or dorsal stripe is a darker line found down the backbone of some horses.

Transverse cross
The transverse cross is a dark stripe (same color as dorsal stripe) that runs perpendicular across
the withers.

Zebra marks
Zebra marks are dark stripes that run horizontally on the forearm, knees and cannon.
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Horses are measured in hands

The unit of measurement used to define a horse’s height is a hand. A hand is equal to 4 inches.
Measure the horse from the point of the withers to the ground. A horse that is 61 inches tall is
15.1 hands or 15 hands and 1 inch. A pony is 14.2 hands or less in height at the withers.

Determining a horse’s age

Look at the horse’s front teeth to judge its age. The following illustrations will give you simple
clues that determine the age of a horse. Practice judging a horse’s age with help from an
experienced person.

Change in shape of tooth surface

Young Middle Age Old

A. Pincers (nippers)
B. Intermediates (middles)
C. Corners

Figure 3. Incisors.

A

B

C

B
Uppers

Lowers

C

A

AA

BB

CC
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A mature male horse has 40 teeth. There are
12 front teeth called incisors, four tushes or
bridle teeth, and 24 molars or grinders. A
mature mare has 36 teeth; the four tushes
seldom are present.

The young horse, either male or female, has
24 temporary or milk teeth including 12
incisors and 12 molars. Milk teeth are
smaller and whiter than permanent teeth.

First, learn the names of the incisors as
shown in figure 3.

From birth to 5 years, the eruption of
incisors is used to judge age. At 5 years,
permanent incisors are all in place. After 5
years, age is determined by wear on the
incisors, shape of biting surface and angle at
which incisors meet.

For general purposes, judge the approximate
age-range by holding the lower lip down for
a quick glance to see the shape of the teeth,
the angle at which the upper and lower
incisors meet, and the degree of wear shown
by the length of the teeth. Consider the age
as being in the foal period, the full-mouth
period (5  years), the smooth-mouth period
(about 11 years) and the old-mouth period
(>11 years). Remember most horses begin to
serve their best at 8 years and many still go
strong past 15 years or more.

Study the illustrations in Figure 4 for the
points to look for at each year of age and
practice looking at teeth.

Birth to 10 Days
Temporary nippers erupt

6 Weeks
Temporary intermediates erupt

6 to 10 Months
Temporary corners erupt

Full set of temporary incisors,
both upper and lower

2 to 2 1/2 Years
Permanent nippers erupt

All foal teeth show surface wear

3 to 3 1/2 Years
Permanent intermediates erupt
Outer edges of nippers show

wear
Corner foal teeth blunted

4 1/4 Years
Permanent corners erupt

Male hooks erupt
Nippers worn on outer and

inner edges
Intermediates worn on outer and

inner edges

5 Years
All permenent teeth up and same

height
No wear shows on corners

6 Years
Cups disappear in lower nippers

7 Years
Cups disappear in lower

intermediates
7-year hook evident (see left)

Note angle of teeth as shown to
the right

8 Years
Cups disappear in lower coerners

Dark spot will show where all
cups have been

Do not mistake spots for cups

9 Years
Cups disappear from nippers in

upper teeth

10 Years
Cups disappear from upper

intermediates

11 Years
Cups disappear from upper

corners
Horse is now smooth mouth

Figure 4. Determine a horse’s age by
looking at its teeth.




