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1.  A Word from Wendy… 
 
 This weekend I was reading "Reclaiming Youth At Risk, Our Hope for the Future" by Larry K. 
Brendtro, Martin Brokenleg, and Steve Van Bockern.  This is a revised edition and each county will be 
receiving a copy of at our March 30th meeting.  This book is an easy read, and I recommend all of you 
read it when you get the copy.  When you read it, it should be nothing new, but helps to refocus what we 
do and why we do it. 
 
The beginning of the book (page 3) talks about RECLAIMING.  To quote the book: 
"The reclaiming environment is one that creates changes that meet the needs of both the young person 
and the society.  To reclaim is to recover and redeem, to restore value to something that has been 
devalued.  Among the features of powerful "reclaiming" environments are these: 
 

1. Experiencing belonging in a supportive community, rather than being lost in a depersonalized 
bureaucracy. 

2. Meeting one's needs for mastery, rather than enduring inflexible systems designed for the 
convenience of adults. 

3. Involving youth in determining their own future, while recognizing society's need to control 
harmful behavior. 

4. Expecting youth to be caregivers, not just helpless recipients overly dependent on the care of 
adults." 

 
When we look at the environment within which we conduct our 4-H youth development program, we 
must reflect on the four points.  These points fit within the constructs of the 8 essential elements of a 
positive youth development program and they reflect flexibility.  Are we willing to look at the easiest 
ways to do things that provide a safe environment for youth? 
 
I think those involved in our 4-H youth development program for the most part feel a sense of 
belonging.  Is 4-H a program they want to connect with?  Is the program meeting the need of a few and 
how does it need to adjust to meet the needs of more so they want to connect to the 4-H youth 
development program? 
 
Do we provide the challenges necessary for youth to achieve mastery?  As we continue to  
design and redesign events, lets challenge youth to want to learn more, not just achieve what  
is necessary.  Let's expand our project leaders so that young people can receive the attention 
in specific subjects that lead them to new discovery and opportunities.  Are there different opportunities 
available to a young person as a: Clover bud 5-7;   Junior - 8-11;  Junior/ Intermediate - 12-13;  Senior - 
14-18? 
 
We provide a great opportunity for young people to develop the sense of responsibility for their actions 
and not always play the adult caregiver, a person who does for the youth and doesn't impose 
consequences for inappropriate behavior.  It is as simple as establishing a deadline and having 
consequences for those who do not meet the deadline. 
 
Take time to be with young people and listen to their ideas, needs and wants.  Everything youth want, is 
not possible, but as we design or redesign the 4-H youth development program are we listening or are 
we doing what is convenient for adults?  I think many of your programs have a great deal of input from 
the youth involved and those are probably the strongest programs within the county. 
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It’s A Date… 
(Deadlines are in Bold Print) 

    April 2004 

TBA  Family & Consumer Sci Trip newsletter   
       information mailed to counties. 
TBA  Teen Conference Registration/Payment     
       /Forms due to Counties 
18  Teen Council Meeting, Merrimack County  
  Office  
24  Annual SPACES Conference – Cooperative 
Middle School Stratham 

1  Approval Form Deadline for Horses 
qualifying for ESE 

3  4-H Horse Judging/Hippology Contest – 
Location TBA 

9  Dairy Judging Entries due to Equine Center 
12  Blue Ribbon Files due to Moiles House for 

Statewide Database Update 
 

1  State Dairy Show information sent to counties 
1  ALL swine, sheep, goats, small animals and 
 beef not going to ESE - (Note earlier 
 deadlines for beef going to ESE). 
1  TC confirmation mailing, workshop 
 assignments and final information 
1 Teen Council Candidate applications due 
 from Counties to State Office 
1  NH Horse Show quotas & information sent to 
 counties 
2  Leader Tenure information due to Moiles 
House 

3   Fashion Revue Garment Judging, Memorial Union 
 Building, UNH 
5   State Activities Day, Memorial Union Building,  
 UNH 
5   NH 4-H Achievement Awards Presentation at SAD
12 CPR Training at Bear Hill 4-H Camp 
16-25 4-H Camps Staff Training 
21 Cheshire 4-H Benefit Golf Tournament, Keene 
27-30  Teen Conference, UNH 
27  Bear Hill 4-H and Barry Conservation Campers 
 Arrive 
 

   June 2004 

1 – Bear Hill Camp Opens 
1 – Approval Forms for llamas, dogs, working 

steers, dairy cattle, beef heifers going to 
ESE and horses not going to  ESE (NOTE: 
earlier deadline for horses and beef steers 
going to ESE.)  

1-2 4-H Dairy Judging Contest (tentative)  
3  State Activities Day Entry Reports and Judges 

names due at Moiles House 
3  State Activities Day Photography and Poster  

Entries due to Moiles House 
3  Horse Show Program Book Ads due to Equine 

Center 
5  Fashion Revue Scripts due to Dotty Burrows 

May 2004 

7  Teen Conference Registrations (with workshop 
choices and all paperwork) due to State 4-H 
Office 

8   Bear Hill Camp Work Day 
TBA Sheep & Wool Festival – Hopkinton 
14   Horse Enrollment & Previous Show data due – 

NH Horse Show Quotas 
16-21 Northeast Regional 4-H Shooting Sports 

Workshop 
17  4-H Foundation Golf Tournament,  
Canterbury Woods Country Club 
21-23 Family Weekend and Bear Hill 4-H Camp 
24   Rain Date – 4-H Foundation Golf Tournament 
25   Fashion Revue Garment being judged due to 

Moiles House 


