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The Whole System May Be Different 
 
  *  Good Soil Husbandry Does Not Come In A Box 
 
 
 
 
   
 *  Pest Management Does Not Come In A Tank 
 
 
 
 



Site Selection 
 

•Well drained 
 
•Good fertility 
 

•pH 5.9-6.2 
 

•Slope, but not south 
 



Frost Protection is a Must 



First Prepare the Ground 





Sorghum Sudan Grass 









 
•Build Soil Structure and Microbe Activity 
 
 

•Build Reservoirs of Plant Nutrients 
 

  Feed The Soil, Not the Crop 



Organic Soil Husbandry Rock Powders 
• Limestone 
• Rock Phosphate 
• Sul-Po-Mag 
 

Organic Matter 
• Manure 
• Compost 
• Crop Rotation w/ 

Green Manures 

 
Nitrogen 
• Crop Rotation w/ 

legume green 
manures 

• Seed or Fish Meal 
 



Mulched Annual System 



Plastic Mulch 



Matted Row 
•Plant early- rows 4’ apart, plants 12”-18” apart 
 





 



Renovate  & back to berries next year ? 
  
 
 

Crop Rotation: 
 
Cover crop after last harvest 
 
Series of green manures and fallow 
during summer 
 
   (vetch/rye     cow peas       oats) 
 





Avoid Weed Seeds 
 









Lely 
Springtine 





Buddingh 
Finger Weeder 





Reigi Weeder 







Fava beans and oats 

But, shepherd’s purse too 





Timing the disturbance is key  

          
 

brassica    —   buckwheat   — brassica 

Apr    May    Jun    Jul     Aug    Sep    Oct  Nov      
= disturbance event 

germination 

growth 

seed rain 

Crop Rotation w/ Green Manures 



It’s the management…… 

It’s not the crop……. 

Oat/Pea- spring cover 

But, mustard too 

Fall cover cropping 



Gray Mold-  Botrytis 

 
Control: 
 
 * Keep weed free 
 
* Wide spacing 
 
* Raised beds 
 

*  Serenade ? 
 
 
 



• Over winters as adult 
• Wakes in spring and feeds on pollen 
• Females lay eggs in buds 



Control: 
 
• Rotation 
• Small scale, pick buds 



 Root Weevils 
 
• Adults feed at night 
• Larvae feed on roots 
• Over winter as adult, 
 which only walks 
 in spring   

Control: 
 
•Rotation 
•Leave row of berries 
•Parasitic nematodes 



Strawberry rootworm adult 

• Adult feeds at night 
• Larvae feed on roots 
 
 
 

Control: 
• Crop rotation 
• Parasitic nematode 
 



Tarnished plant bug 
 
• Rotation no use 
• Adult and larvae feed on buds 
• Adults hibernate 
• Feed on hundreds of species 



Control: 
• Manage land nearby 
• Bug vacuums 
• Varietal difference 
• Peristenus digoneatis 
•  Beauveria bassiana 
    (Mycotrol O) 
 



 


