
Order the book: 
They Sawed Up a Storm      
6x9, softcover, 80 pages      
$20 

To order by credit card go to 
book website: 
www.turkeypond.com  

or make check out to:         
UNH Cooperative Extension                         

Send to:                             
Forestry Information Center                        
211 Nesmith Hall                 
131 Main St                  
Durham, NH 03824-3597   

Name:___________________ 

Address:__________________

City/Zip:_________________

Number of copies:__________ 

    

        

            Total enclosed: $___________  

They Sawed Up a Storm is a book about an extraordinary group of women who operated a sawmill 
during World War II at Turkey Pond in Concord, New Hampshire. The sawmill was built to saw 
the remains of logs still floating in the water from the 1938 hurricane. The hurricane caused a 
path of destruction from Long Island to northern New England. As a result, the federal 
government established The Northeast Timber Salvage Administration to recover the felled 
timber. Four years later, when the U.S. had entered WWII, the salvage program was still 
operating and struggled to find laborers. In 1942, copying other wartime industries that 
recruited women, the U.S. Forest Service built a sawmill and hired women to run it. The 
October 26, 1942, Concord Daily Monitor headline read, “Women-Operated Sawmill, First 
Of Kind in Country, Will Start Work Soon At Turkey Pond.” Interviews, family stories and 
historic photographs bring the women of Turkey Pond to life.  

They Sawed Up a Storm is Published by Jetty House/ Peter E. Randall Publisher, 
Portsmouth, NH.  

 


