
         Forest Stewardship and     
         Current Use: A Primer
  

INTRODUCTION
Forest land represents 84 percent of the 2.83 million acres enrolled in current use, about half the forest in
the state!  Those acres are owned by some 25,000 landowners.  This land can be assessed in current use
under one of two ranges of values: one which reflects the costs of land stewardship, and one which
doesn’t.  The assessment is lower in the documented stewardship category.  Currently, the assessment
ranges are:

Forest Type Forest Land with Forest Land
Documented Stewardship

White Pine $73-130 $126-191
Hardwood $15-44 $62-94
All Other $49-94 $99-150

This fact sheet provides an overview of the requirements to qualify for the “forest land with documented
stewardship” assessment.  It is excerpted from the administrative rules of the current use law.  For the
entire law, rules, and informational handbook, contact the UNH Cooperative Extension Forestry
Information Center at 1-800-444-8978 and request a copy of the Current Use Criteria Booklet or visit 
http://www.nh.gov/revenue/currentuse/currentuse.htm 

WHAT THE RULES SAY
As of April 1, 2000, in order to qualify for “forest land with documented stewardship”, local assessing
officials shall require you to justify assessments in this category at the time of application for open space
assessment, and periodically thereafter at intervals of 5 or more years, by submitting the following
documentation:

1.A statement of past forestry accomplishments, including an explanation of deviations from past plans
submitted; and
2.An updated map; and
3.One of the following:

a. Documentation of a certified Tree Farm (such as a copy of the letter from the New
Hampshire Tree Farm Committee confirming certified tree farm status); or

b. A forest stewardship plan that is signed by a forester licensed in New Hampshire, or a
person exempted from licensure; and includes:
i. A statement of forest stewardship objectives;
ii. Current forest stand descriptions;
iii. Current management prescriptions that address timber; fish and wildlife habitat;

soil; water quality; recreational resources; aesthetic values; cultural features; forest
protection; wetlands; and threatened and endangered species and unique natural
communities.

iv. A boundary maintenance schedule
v. An access development and road maintenance plan, if applicable; or

c. A completed form CU-12, Summary of Forest Stewardship Plan for Current Use
Assessment, (in lieu of submitting the entire plan), that includes a summary of all the
information required above and is signed by the landowner and a forester licensed in New
Hampshire.  Landowners who don’t want to have a copy of their forest stewardship plan on
file in their town office may want to use this form of documentation.



GETTING STARTED 
Meeting the requirements of the stewardship category will require some time on your part.  UNH
Cooperative Extension Foresters or private consulting foresters can assist you in this process.  The Forest
Stewardship Program may provide cost share assistance in preparing a stewardship plan that will be more
than adequate in meeting the requirements of the current use law. 

To get started in developing a forest stewardship plan for your forest land, for information about the Forest
Stewardship or Tree Farm Programs or for additional information about current use assessment contact
your Extension Forester.   They can also refer you to private consulting foresters in your area who can
assist you.

UNH COOPERATIVE EXTENSION COUNTY OFFICES

Belknap County Hillsborough County
Andy Fast                                                        Jon Nute
603-527-5475    603-641-6060  

Carroll County Merrimack County
Wendy Scribner                                              Tim Fleury
603-447-3834                603-796-2151 or 225-5505  

Cheshire County Rockingham County
Steve Roberge                                                Fred Borman
603-352-4550 603-679-5616 

Coos County Strafford County
Sam Stoddard                                                 Deborah Goard
603-788-4961 603-749-4445

Grafton County Sullivan County
Nory Parr Chuck Hersey
603-787-6944 603-863-9200  

This is based on an article written by Charlie Niebling for the SPACE newsletter, Summer, 1995
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