[image: image1.png]A, UNIVERSITY of NEW HAMPSHIRE
COOPERATIVE EXTENSION




[image: image2.png]Edt Vew Hgory Gooknarks Tools telp

=181]

© - c X B/ [Oemmmmegemmoncomsan

Most Visited | Sidebar < Drivers & Downloads

‘e crars Use a

“This data can also be faund in Excel format by following this link
STATE: New Hampshire
$350,000
$315,000
$280,000
$245,000
$210,000
$175,000
| $140,000
$105,000
$70,000
$35,000
| 90 1957 7952 7095 7094 095 1996 1907 1996 1999 2000 2007 2002 2005 2004 2005 2006 2007p 2008
Jani
Year
[ [ Tnew
Me: ary Homes
STATE: New Hampshire
AlHomes Existing Homes. NewHomes  Hon-Condominiums  Condominiums
Median Median Median Median Median
Purchase Sample Purchase Sample Purchase Sample Purchase Sample Purchase Sample
Year  Price  Size  Price  Size  Price  Size  Price  Sie  Price  Size
e sweom  an swas S0 Sussw  lam oW g0 wIam L
i SDioE G W0 Tew SO iz Seow  eow  wraM 14
T SISO 0% WA oS SAN0 2064 SO0 e megw  ie
TSe SISO 400 WAODD 7B S 2% SO 194 megw 207
iSSR0 7 @RS00 06 SIS0 2060 SeAD 088 a0 1e
T SUDOD 027 S0IAD  GAD SO ldw TN 6w 2w L7
TSSO el w0 i S 241 SO eew  goow 204

I

=

Bistart]| & & @ > eusora-(6oR) | [KMirosoft xce... | 8] Housig_com.

[ o @ e g |5 et | ) Seehesie | [ s

T school Casts.p.. | [« 4izapm








2009 Significant Issue Statement
High Stress on Community Members, Community Services and Civic Life
Problem Statement:
New Hampshire communities face many challenges, including changing demographics, shifting economic structures, degradation of natural resources, unprecedented growth in some regions, and decline in others.  The strength, stability and vitality of New Hampshire families and communities are challenged by shifting social, economic and environmental conditions. The impacts of changing community demographics, especially in urban areas, contribute to state and local tension as policy makers struggle to stretch shrinking economic resources to address shifting needs in areas of health care, education, social services, and justice  Within our communities, natural lands and productive landscapes (e.g. farms) are increasingly becoming fragmented, communities are becoming physically disconnected, volunteerism has declined, certain parts of the state are losing jobs, and family and community crises are on the rise. Participation of youth and families in civic engagement, volunteering, and voting is important to the health and vitality of communities. Some counties are increases in juvenile delinquency, abuse and neglect and family violence [need the data].  These stresses, all together, contribute to the degradation of social, economic and natural systems and the long-term vitality of communities.

Public Value in Addressing the Issue:
Decision makers in vital communities understand and build upon the interconnections between social, environmental and economic conditions; and strive to respond to family and community needs with balanced strategies for systemic positive changes.  
Vital communities empower youth and adults of all ages and backgrounds to be active participants in planning and working together to create and sustain public places and programs, attract valued businesses and services, and generate strong civic pride and citizenship. 

Youth understand and practice citizenship and community service learning at a young age to install a lifelong sense of stewardship for community, volunteering and being active voting citizens. 
Strong families have access to needed resources and methods of increasing social capital to meet their basic needs (food, shelter, clothing), raise and educate their children, care for family members, build social capital, earn their living, and participate in governing processes.
Key Data:
· Analysis of data by Tufts University’s Tisch College finds fewer high school age (16-18) Americans volunteered over the past two years. Traditionally, teenagers have volunteered at slightly higher rates than other age groups, but in 2007 adults ages 25 or older were more likely to volunteer than 16 to 18 year old youth. (http://www.civicyouth.org/)
· Census data analyzed by the Center for Information and Research on Civic Learning and Engagement at Tufts University’s Tisch College shows that about two million more Americans under the age of 30 voted in the 2008 presidential elections as compared to the 2004 elections. (http://www.civicyouth.org/)
· The number of socially isolated Americans more than doubled over the 2 decades from 1984-2004 from 10% to a quarter of all Americans. (The Saguaro Seminar, Civic Engagement in America, http://www.hks.harvard.edu/saguaro/factoids.htm) 
· The Innovation Center for Community and Youth Development at National 4-H Council studied the effect of youth-adult partnerships and found that involving young people in decision making provides them with the essential opportunities and supports consistently shown to help young people achieve mastery, compassion, and health. 
· [need more…]
· While lands are becoming fragmented, housing costs have also escalated over the past ten years. This is not merely a result of the increase in population, but rather, is largely due to the current pattern of land use (i.e. large lot zoning) which is fragmenting lands and forcing development to occur further and further from town/city centers (i.e. sprawl). According to the New Hampshire Housing Finance Authority, the median purchase price for homes nearly doubled between 2000 and 2007 (see chart). 

· According to the New Hampshire Housing Finance Authority (NHFA), a main cause of rapidly escalating housing prices is the expansion of residential development that incorporates large-lot zoning, thus limiting the amount of land available for future housing. This trend is manifest in Rockingham County (as illustrated by the link to the land use change maps in item “a”.  For more info on housing trends, go to: http://www.nhhfa.org/demographic_housing.cfm
The University of New Hampshire Cooperative Extension is an equal opportunity educator and employer.   University of New Hampshire, U.S. Department of Agriculture and N.H. counties cooperating.
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