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This is the Last Issue Planned for 2009

Past experience tells me that growers get too busy in September to read a newsletter, so I’ll write one only if 
something significant comes up. The Fruit Pest Update telephone will continue weekly until early September. 
Call 862-3763.

Unusual Borer Problem in Apples

I need your help! Please let me know if you have problems that match this. In one Hillsborough County apple 
orchard, we found 6 year old trees on Bud-9 rootstock, with the following symptoms: Leaves were small. There 
was very little or no shoot growth. Bark was off-color, often orange-colored. Clearly, the trees hadn’t been do-
ing as well as their neighbors last year, too, because last year’s growth was a bit poor. Looking closely at the 
base of the tree, there were no signs of chewing, insect frass, or tunnels. All that changed when we pulled the 
trees to look below ground.

The trees were very easy to pull out of the ground with one 
hand! Below ground, there was almost nothing left of the root 
system. The surface of all the large roots had been chewed down 
to a skinny core, and the fine roots were totally gone. On one 



tree, there was a tunnel, packed with fibrous stuff mixed with soil. The injury looked similar to what I would 
have called pine vole damage, but the “teeth marks” were smaller. We found a two-inch long grub on what was 
left of the roots of some trees. This was June 22.
	
The culprit is a common insect here, called broad-necked root borer. In all my years here, I’ve never seen it 
attacking orchard trees, but the literature lists apple & peach orchards among the hosts. It takes 4 years (some-
times more?) for the larvae to complete feeding, and pupate. Many of you have a copy of the Tree Fruit Field 
Guide, by Agnello et al. The insect is shown on page 102.

I have lots of questions. How widespread is this? Is Bud-9 especially susceptible, or are other rootstocks at-
tacked? How long is the egg laying period here? Will Lorsban trunk spray protect from this? 
 	
Please… if you have similar injury in your orchard, won’t you let me know? 862-1734   

Apple Maggot

In some years, we have such dry soil conditions that it limits emergence of apple maggot adults. That hasn’t 
been the case this year. They’re flying. In some spots, the adults will be flying until the end of September. The 
traps will tell you what the pattern of activity is in your orchard. It varies greatly from site to site. My traps got 
so covered with insects that I scraped away most of them, and re-applied sticking agent. I want to keep them 
looking red, so they’ll maintain effectiveness. In Durham, we have almost reached threshold (1 per trap) as I 
write this on July 30. That is a bit early for us in this orchard.

X-Disease of Stone Fruit

Earlier I mentioned that X- infected choke cherries 
really stand out about the end of July. Here are two 
photos so you can see what I mean. Late July/early 
August is the easiest time of year to spot these, and 
apply some Roundup or other herbicide. One grow-
er tried to eliminate these by lopping them off at 
ground level. Many grew back (still infected), so the 
job had to be done again a year or two later. These 

trees are the ones that are the source of the 
X- disease that threatens your peaches and 
sweet cherries. Note how small they are --- 
most sources are the size of shrubs, not big 
trees. The July 15, 2008 issue of my newslet-
ter is still on the website, and has descriptions 
and photos to help you identify choke cherry 
from other species of trees/bushes.



NH Agricultural Pesticide Disposal Program

I mentioned this in the June 2, 2009 issue. Now more details have been announced. Critical points: 

1) the Pesticide Control Division of New Hampshire Department of Agriculture, Markets & Food is asking 
growers to register now (before Dec 31), by listing materials they want to dispose of.  
2) This is aimed at agriculture, not backyard gardeners.  
3) There won’t be fees charged.  
4) They say they won’t be looking to fine people. They really want to help get these hazardous, old chemicals 
removed, safely. 

Given the overwhelming response the last time this was done (1990), you should at least read their information. 
I reproduced it at the end of this newsletter, in its entirety. Or click here for a separate pdf document. 

Japanese Beetles

At the woodman Horticulture farm, I notice that Japanese beetles are ganging up on the honeycrisp apple trees, 
leaving many other apple varieties alone. They’re also working on Stanley plum fairly heavily. I know that 
Sevin works very well on Japanese beetles, but experience here a few years back showed that we can cause 
problems even with just one application of such a broad-spectrum insecticide. We sprayed once, about this time 
in July. We ended up controlling the JB’s well, but the Sevin triggered a major woolly apple aphid problem. 
Neonicitinoid insecticides (like Provado) control Japanese beetle well, and probably have less of a risk of kill-
ing predators & parasites. Sevin is especially rough on Hymenoptera: wasps, bees, sawflies, Braconids, Ichneu-
monds, Chalcids, Trichogramma…

Grower Twilight Meetings

Thursday, August 20, 2009. NH Veg & Berry Twilight Meeting. Blueberry Bay Farm, Depot Rd, Stratham, NH. 
6:00-8:00 PM. The emphasis will be on pesticide-free growing of mixed vegetables, raspberries and blueberries.  
For more information call Nada Haddad or Deb Stevens at 679-5616, or see the flier.

Wednesday, September 2, 2009. Grower Meeting at the Woodman Horticulture Farm, Spinney Lane, Durham, NH. 
As we get closer, we’ll have a more specific plan, but there is work here in the apple orchard, strawberry beds, 
woody ornamentals, and vegetables. The events calendar on Cooperative Extension’s website will have the de-
tails as soon as they are available. 
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