USNH Board of Trustees Chair Andrew Lietz welcome at the Sept. 26, 2007, UNH Cooperative Extension State Advisory Council dinner at The Common Man in Concord, and his introduction of UNH President Mark Huddleston:

Congratulations to John Saturley on his continued contributions to New Hampshire and the agricultural community, especially its youth. John, it is especially gratifying to see a former trustee so involved and recognized. As trustees we face many difficult decisions, and in carrying out our duties, we sometimes speculate that our ultimate fate is to be run out of town. You are proof that this doesn’t happen.
As chair of the University System Board of Trustees, it is my privilege to introduce your speaker this evening - Dr. Mark Huddleston, the 19th and newly appointed president of the University of New Hampshire.

Prior to doing that, I would like to say a few words to all of you - the staff and volunteers who are Cooperative Extension in New Hampshire.

First of all, thank you! For all you do! Your time, effort and knowledge directly contribute to the quality of life enjoyed by New Hampshire residents in all 10 counties of our state.

Your Advisory Council members insure that we focus our efforts on the current needs of our state but they also identify emerging and future problems for our consideration.

It is this local volunteer involvement with Extension staff in all 10 counties and the professionals and faculty at UNH that assure Cooperative Extension’s effectiveness in communities throughout New Hampshire.
It is the goal of the University System to affect in a positive way the cultural, educational and economic vitality of all the communities in New Hampshire.

In my view, Cooperative Extension is at core of this vision. Your engagement in local communities allows us (USNH & UNH) to leverage its resources across the state.
In your work you touch most members of our society farmers, youth, students, foresters, and those trying to start new careers. You engage citizens at all levels and you make a difference in their lives and the viability of the communities they come from.

A land grant institution such as UNH has a special responsibility for outreach and Cooperative Extension is one of our most cost effective and effective methods of outreach.

You are key to the implementation of our vision to “build a better society for all of our citizens through education, problem solving, and outreach.” I and the Board of Trustees thank you for the great job you are doing today. We are counting on you as we face an even more exciting and challenging future!

As the board and chancellor conducted its search for a new president for UNH, we kept uppermost in our minds the lessons learned in our community conversations with all of you over the last several years.

The president of the university has to believe in the land grant institution’s responsibility for outreach.

The president has to be an advocate for public service, intellectual growth, research that creates new knowledge, as well as, commercial stimulation.

Our president has to be student centered as well as citizen centered.

An institution with 16,000 students, a budget in excess of $500 million, and an employee base (full and part-time in excess of 4,400), needs an accomplished administrator. I am pleased to introduce to you a person who has all of these skills and more!

Mark Huddleston is an accomplished academic with a Ph.D. in political science. During his 30 year career, he has been a researcher, a professor, a dean at the University of Delaware, as well as the president of Ohio Wesleyan University.

He had been active in supporting local community initiatives, as well as, national priorities. The most notable being his service as an advisor in Bosnia on rebuilding financial and administrative infrastructure after the Dayton Peace Accords.

But, the things that struck me the most as I interviewed Mark was his honest and direct communications, his love of students, and his deep commitment to the outreach and research mission of UNH.

He comes to us as a person who wants to be part of us for a long time. He has a family that he wants to see complete their high school education in New Hampshire.

Mark is an educator, author, community leader, family person, with a passion for service and outreach to the citizens of New Hampshire.

Please join me in welcoming the 19th President of UNH - Dr. Mark Huddleston.
