(SAMPLE LETTER TO NEW COUNTY ADVISORY COUNCIL MEMBERS)
Date
Dear ____________,
We welcome you as a _____________ County Extension Advisory Council Member and UNH Cooperative Extension volunteer. You will be working with a dynamic and diverse Council to advise and assist UNH Cooperative Extension in program planning, implementation, and evaluation as well as in the preparation, procurement, and administration of the county portion of the budget.

The mission of UNH Cooperative Extension is to extend the knowledge and research of the state university to the people of New Hampshire. As a volunteer for the University of New Hampshire, you assume responsibilities essential for maintaining strong linkages with county residents. Your responsibilities are outlined in the enclosed Volunteer Service Description and Agreement. To assist you in your duties, Cooperative Extension provides training, educational materials, and individual support and guidance to help you fulfill your volunteer role.
New Hampshire law RSA 508:17 limits the liability of volunteers for nonprofit organizations. This statute protects you and all volunteers from civil liability in any action resulting in damage or injury to any person if:

1. The volunteer had prior written approval from the organization to act on behalf of the organization (provided to you by this letter.)

2. The volunteer was acting in good faith and within the scope of his/her official duties and responsibilities.

3. The damage or injury was not caused by willful, wanton or gross negligent misconduct by the volunteer.

You will be considered a UNH volunteer until your term expires, you resign, or your volunteer status is withdrawn by Cooperative Extension. 

Thank you for agreeing to serve on the Council and for working with us to maintain strong linkages with New Hampshire residents. We look forward to working with you.

Sincerely,
County Office Administrator

County
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