Use a Real New Hampshire Tree for Christmas

Jonathan Nute, County Extension Forester

This year, over 300 growers throughout the Granite State will produce more than 100,000 Christmas trees, making it a nearly $4 million a year industry.  Growing Christmas trees is particularly important in New Hampshire, not only for income, but to maintain the scenic character of the landscape as old fields are planted to Christmas trees, rather than growing back into more forest.

Half the people in the US use artificial trees, and increased production of real trees has kept prices fairly constant over the past 8 years. NH residents enjoy going to a local Christmas tree grower and spending a few hours deciding which tree to cut and take home.  Many producers, however, make half of their income from also selling wreaths, roping, hot chocolate, and other items that all add to the holiday experience.  Large sales of wholesale trees go to vendors in local urban areas, as well as to the Boston and New York City markets.  Christmas trees shipped through the mail are also becoming an important market for some NH producers.

This year, prices for a 6-7 foot tree can be expected to range from $50 - $75 for retail and $40 - $50 for cut your own. Wreaths begin at $25 and go up to $50, depending on size and amount of decoration.

Some helpful websites:

NH Christmas Tree Promotion Board at 

www.nhchristmastrees.com

NH-VT Christmas Tree Association at 

www.nh-vtchristmastree.org

National Christmas Tree Association at 

www.realchristmastrees.org

For a list of local producers, call our office at 603-641-6060.
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