4-H LEADER INFORMATION

County Activities Day

Event Criteria and Rules

March 10, 2012
There are new categories for Posters and Demonstrations this year!!
Please read about each event for further clarification of rules guiding the county selection process to send participants to State Activities Day.
Notes on County Event: The day BEGINS PROMPTLY AT 9:00 A.M.
1)
Volunteers are needed: Adults to serve as judges and teens to help with scoring and as runners.

2)
An awards ceremony is conducted at the end of the day (usually around 12:30 p.m.).  All members are recognized with a ribbon.  Special rosettes go to the top scoring 4-H'ers in each contest.

3)
Members should arrive a full hour before they are scheduled to begin.  Our program often runs quicker than expected.  Members arriving late will be added to the end of the schedule to keep things running smoothly.

General Rules
*
Live Animals are NOT allowed

*
Fire Arms may NOT be included in any Activities Day or ESE presentations.  For presentations related to fire arms, models or photos must be substituted.

*
Entries, submissions, and presentations (photo, poster, demonstration, action exhibit and speech) which have previously been delivered cannot be repeated.  All presentations and submissions must be new work since June 4, 2011.

Encourage new 4-H families to attend so they can become familiar with the event and try the following year.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1POSTER CONTEST
What Is This Event?
This event is open to any 4-H’er.  It is a great event to get members to express an idea, using visual creativity and to communicate through a visual message, a lot like marketing.  Posters are brought to the Extension Office for judging on or before February 17.

Guidelines
· Posters must have been created since June 4, 2011.

· Posters must be on standard 14 x 22" poster board.  The design can be horizontal or vertical.


· Any use of the official 4-H clover (any clover with “H’s” on the leaves) must be used in accordance with rules governing the emblem.  For specifics see “Using the 4-H Name and Emblem” fact sheet.

· Computer generated lettering and graphics are acceptable.

· Posters CANNOT incorporate copyrighted materials, such as cartoon characters like Garfield, Snoopy, etc.

· Any medium can be used, i.e., watercolor, ink, crayon, acrylic, charcoal, oils or collage.

· Posters may be three dimensional but must be no more than ¼” high (must lay flat in pile).

Themes

Poster categories:

1. * 4-H Citizenship
2. * 4-H Promotion

3. * 4-H Science/Engineering

4. 4-H Healthy Living

* THREE NEW POSTER CATEGORIES FOR 2012
Label Poster on the back. Please have members completely fill out the label provided in the registration packet. It should include the members name, age, address, county, club name, title of poster and which theme was chosen, etc.

Resources For Members and Leaders
Fact Sheet: Poster Tips and Making Posters fact sheets

Awards
Up to 3 posters will be awarded rosettes and chosen to go to State level judging from members ages 12-18.   Up to three rosettes will be awarded in the younger age range (8 - 11).

All entries will receive a ribbon.

PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST

Who Can Participate?
This event is open to all 4-H members and not limited only to those in the photography project.  Members can submit no more than two photos. 
Photo Categories:
1. New Hampshire at its best

2. 4-H at its best / 4-H promotion

3. Open category


*Prints must not  exceed 9" x 12" but can be matted or framed to a larger overall size.


*Digital photos will be accepted.


*Photographs which have previously been submitted may not be resubmitted.



Label Photo on the back. Please have members completely fill out the label provided in the registration packet. It should include your name, age, address, county, club name, title of photo and which category was chosen, etc.
Other information required includes the equipment used (type of camera, flash, filters, etc.)  Please indicate enhancements made and type of processing (commercially printed or otherwise).  Also include number of times entering this event.


Displaying Photos
Entries are displayed best if framed or matted. 


Awards
Up to three photos will be awarded rosettes and chosen to go to State level judging from members age 12-18.    Up to three rosettes will be awarded in the younger age range of  8 - 11.

All entries will receive a ribbon.
ACTION EXHIBITS

What Is This Event?
It’s an opportunity for up to three 4-H’ers to plan and implement an exhibit which comes to life.  The exhibit is brought to life through a combination of motion, conversation, color and design.  Action exhibits differ from demonstrations as follows:

· Presenter uses motion, conversation, demonstration, color and design to explain their topic to the audience.

· Members must stay with their exhibit at all times to present, teach, and tell about their topic for a long period of time (approximately 45 – 60 minutes)

· Informal sharing of information with spectators through conversation.
· Allow up to three youth to work as a team.

(Bring enough supplies to last for an hour)

Note: If a child’s interest area involves more expensive materials and/or the action element is hard to repeat over and over, a demonstration or talk may be a better choice.

Topic Areas:
Select a 4-H project, hobby or talent the member(s) enjoys, would like to learn about and is interested in sharing.  The exhibit should have a catchy title.  Focus on one educational goal or idea.


Key Things to Know When Doing Action Exhibits!

-  Involves 1-3 presenters

-  Plan your exhibit for a 60 minute period (50 minutes at State Event)

· -  Participants share equal roles in planning, preparing and doing the exhibit

-  Posters are important for an effective display 
   
The title poster needs to include exhibitor(s) name(s) and age(s)

· -  A cafeteria type table is the exhibit space provided

· -  Bring an extension cord, if electricity is needed

· -  Bring your own easels or display boards and tape

· -  Samples can be used to show different steps

· -  If instructions have a copyright, just share information about how to find the source.

· -  Instructions are helpful, but only if they are from a source without a copyright.

Awards
All participants will receive a ribbon.

The top 6 exhibits by members age 12 and older will receive a rosette and move on to the State Event.

DEMONSTRATIONS/ILLUSTRATED TALKS

What Is This Event?
Demonstrations are simply the showing and telling of how to do something.  It’s an opportunity to practice important communication skills. 4-H demonstrations help members to plan, learn, and organize information to share with others. Many skills involved in 4-H demonstrations help youth with school work and develop career skills.


Topics / Categories 
Demonstrations can be done in any project area, but must comply with the general rules! NEW THIS YEAR ~ SCIENCE EXPERIMENTS/ENGINEERING DESIGN! This new category offers youth the opportunity to demonstrate a science experiment or an engineering design. There is a new fact sheet, “Getting Started on My 4-H Science Project”, as well as a new score sheet for this category. 
These have been included in the registration packet.

Team Demonstrations 

Members may work together to do a two or three person team demonstration. (Horse Demonstrations can only be a team of two.) In doing so each member should have equal amounts to say and do.  Team members should be about equal in ability and experience and the demonstration should be integrated and not two individual demonstrations.


Horse Demonstrations (special opportunity)

Each county can send an additional two senior individual horse demonstrations and two senior team horse demonstrations to compete for a chance to be on the State Horse Communication Team.  The Communication Team travels to 4-H Round Up in Louisville, Kentucky.   Senior members are age 14 and older.


Length of Demonstrations
The length may vary with the subject of the talk but generally:

   Juniors: 3 - 8 minutes




Seniors: 5 - 10 minutes


What to Bring?
Members need to bring all the material they need for their demonstration with them.  Examples include: tape, easels, extension cord, etc.  If the 4-H member needs more than one easel they should plan to bring one as we don’t have enough to go around.  Dry runs at home help see if everything that is needed is packed.


Posters / Visuals and Finished Product
In most cases, posters/visuals are very much a part of a demonstration.  They help members remember parts of their demonstrations - for example, listing steps of recipes.  A cover poster can be used to introduce the demonstration and the demonstrator and a summary poster helps recap what the member did.  Posters add clarity because hearing and seeing help people remember better.  Members should have a finished product to show at the end of their demonstration.


Questions
Members should be prepared to ask their audience if they have any questions.  They should repeat the question before answering.



Resources for leaders and members


Fact Sheet:  “Demonstration Tips – The 4 P’s”


Describes the process of putting together a demonstration

Fact Sheet: “Getting 4-H’ers Involved in Oral Presentations”

Awards
All participants will receive a ribbon. The top five demonstrations selected from presentations done by youth 12 and older will receive rosettes and go on to the State event.

PUBLIC SPEECH

What Is It?
A chance to research, organize facts and present a speech on an issue or topic of interest.


Who Can Take Part?
Juniors: Anyone between the ages of 8-13 as of January 1st of the current 4-H year.

Seniors: Anyone between the ages of 14 - 18 as of January 1st of the current 4-H year.


Is There A Set Topic?
4-H’ers are welcome to explore any area of interest.  Some general areas to consider are: Home/Family, School, Current Issues, Trips/Vacations, Humorous Topics, Historical Events, or Favorite Pet.


Length of Time for Speech
The most important thing to let members know is to cover the topic adequately so the judges gain an understanding of what is being conveyed without unnecessary words.


Juniors (8 - 13 year olds): 3 - 8 minutes

Seniors (14 and older): 5 - 10 minutes


Horse Public Speaking (special opportunity)

Our county can send 2 Senior Public Speeches on a horse topic to State Activities Day to compete for National Horse Roundup.


Dress




Members should wear good school clothes.  Dressing appropriately for a presentation is very important.


Visual or Note card Use
A Formal speech doesn’t include any visual aids or props.  If members use note cards, these need to be used with skill.  They should be small and inconspicuous.

Resources to help leaders
Publication:
“4-H Presents” can be obtained at the 4-H office.  This resource talks about selecting a topic, collecting speech material, outlining the speech, writing the speech and the conclusion.  It is an excellent resource for members to refer to.


Awards
Each participant receives a ribbon.

The top two juniors age 12 or 13 and the top two seniors will receive rosettes and move on to the State event.

The date for State Activities Day is Saturday, June 2nd, 2012.
REGISTRATION FORMS AND PHOTO & POSTER ENTRIES DUE TO COUNTY EXTENSION OFFICE NO LATER THAN: February 17th








