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Think Before You Buy a Pesticide

Read thelabel beforeyou buy!

Make certain apesticideyou are considering buying islabeled for your intended purpose. That meansthe pest
that you wish to control (Indian meal moth, twospotted spider mite, apple scab, crabgrass) must be mentioned
onthelabd, aswell asthe sitewhere you plan to usethe pesticide (in ahome, in agreenhouse, on appletrees,
inalawn).

Both the pest and the site need to be mentioned on thelabel in order to useit legally for that purpose. If they are
not onthelabel, look for another form of the product or another product with different activeingredients.
Sometimesthelabel liststhetarget pestsmore broadly, like* beetleson shrubs.” Inthat caseyou could useit on
your shrub to control any beetle.

If you don't read thelabel first, you may be stuck with aproduct that isillegal for your intended purpose—a
product you may you may not be ableto return. Thelabel will dsotell youif the product could be useful for
other pestsbesidesthe problem you have.

Isthisan appropriatesizeto buy?

Thelabel will tell how much of the product to apply. If it saysto use 1 teaspoon mixed in agallon of water, that
wouldtell youthat apint jar of that product would make 96 gallons of spray! Do you expect to usethisjust
onceor twiceayear?If that isthe case, then 1 pint might be morethan you would usein many years.

Doing the arithmetic before you buy might save you from big problemslater. Evenif the price soundsgood, why
buy much morethanyouwill useinfiveor six years, leaving you with leftoversyou haveto disposeof through
hazardouswaste procedures?

How long will it last in storage?

If stored properly (inacool, dry areathat doesn’t freeze), many chemical pesticideswill last for severa years.
A few might still be effective after 10 years. Some of the biologica pesticideswill have shorter storagelife. The
label often givesate ephone number to cal if you wonder about storagelife or have other questionsabout the
product.

Where will you storeit?

Pesticides (even biological pesticides) should be stored in safe, sheltered areasthat are out of reach of children.
Do you have an appropriate spot to store thismaterial safely? Never store pesticides near food products. What
would happenif acontainer brokeor leaked?

How must | dispose of leftover product?
With very few exceptions, leftover pesticideswill poseaseriousdisposal problem. If they arestill good, perhaps
you can givethem to someonewho can usethem, following label directions.



If you do chooseto dispose of leftover pesticides, do not bury them or dump them down adrain or toilet.
Dumping or burying could result in serious contamination of soil or groundwater that could last for decades. It
would aso beillegal and cleanup could beincredibly expensive.

Instead, placefull or partialy-full containersof pesticidein alarge plastic bag and storetheminacooal, dry place
for disposal during your town’s next househol d hazardouswaste (HHW) collection day. If acontainer of liquid
isleaking, placetheentire container into alarger, sealed container such asacoffee can or an empty paint can.

Eighty percent of New Hampshire communitiescurrently host ahousehold hazardouswaste collection at | east
onceayear. Call solid waste officia sinyour community for datesand timesof collections. If your town does
not participatein an HHW collection, call the NH Department of Environmental Servicesat (603) 271-2047 for
assistance.

What form isappropriatefor you?

Pesticidescomein avariety of formulations. Productsthat will be mixed with water and sprayed onto surfaces
include wettable powders, flowableliquids, and emul sifiable concentrates. Granular formsareintended to be
scattered over asurface, or to settlein clumpsin water. Baits often comein granular form. Dustsare not
commonly used today. They are applied (dry) with specia equipment that causesthem to settle on surfaces.
Pressurized cans (“ aerosol bombs’) are handy, but are not designed to leave asignificant chemical resdueon
surfaces. They can bevery effectivefor flying insects. Fumigant stripsare designed to be placed in enclosed
areas, and thevolatile pesticide fumes penetrate tofill the space.

Why spray if a swatter will do?

If the pestsare easy to handlewith fly swatters, why purchase expensive chemical sthat might poserisksto
yoursalf or others? Other non-chemical options, such as practicing good garden sanitation, planting resistant
varietiesand using barriers (such asfloating row coversover plants), can be easy, effectivewaysto control insect
pests. There'sno need for chemical controlsif other optionsare effective. Pleasethink carefully beforeyou buy
apesticide. Pesticidesare easy to buy, but difficult to dispose of properly.
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