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Landscaping Woodland Areas

Homesbuiltinwoodland areasoften offer thehomegardener awonderful opportunity for naturalisticlandscaping.
If you have ahome on awooded plot, spend sometime considering how you want to usethe property. Lawns
requireconstant maintenanceand it would be practical to plant grassonly whereneededfor play areasor wherea
uniform carpet of turf will givethelandscapeeffect youdesire.

If theplotisheavily wooded, sort out treesthat you will keep and get rid of thosethat are unnecessary or
unhealthy. Anarborist, landscaper or forester can help you choosethetreesto save and giveyou pointersonthe
carethey will require. Remember that treesinawoodland are subject tothelaw of survival of thefittest. Many on
your property areor will soonbelosersinthebattle.

Cull thepoorer treesto givethemoredesirable onesabetter chance. By limiting competition, fertilizing, pruning
and controllng pests, you can helptreesacquiretheir natural beauty. Openingtheforest canopy will enhanceair
movement and reduceany excessivemoisture. Sunlight filtering throughwill also encouragedesirablelower-
growingground coversandwildflowers.

After youhaveculledtheunneededtrees, youwill needto get rid of unwanted brush and vines. Much of this
growth can beremoved mechanically by grub hoeand brush hook. Chemical brush killersused carefully for two
tothreeyearsshouldrid awooded areaof unwanted brush before planting ornamental s. Inmost instances, fallen
leavescan beleftin placewithout their hampering brush control.

Theamount of clearing donewill depend uponthesiteand personal wishes. Onedoesnot alwayshaveto createa
“park-like” atmosphereto achievean attractive setting. During theperiod of brush control, pathsthroughthe
wooded portion can be planned and constructed. The pathsmay bejust compressed earth or you might want to
useflagstone, bark, wood chips, or other paving that will blendinto thesurroundings.

Thesepathswill betheavenuesfromwhichyouview future plantings. The pathsand plantingsshould givethe
illusion of wandering through qui et, secluded woodl ands. In order tomaintainthisillusionit will probably be
necessary to keep the paths somedistancewithinthe property linesor usean unobtrusiveliveor constructed
screening.

Y our woodland border areaisan excellent placeto use shade-loving shrubs, ground covers, bulbs, fernsandwild
flowers. Many of theplants, once properly planted will benearly maintenance-free.

Planning the Area That BorderstheLawn
Most rural New Hampshire properties, farmand non-farm, haveawider frontlawnthandovillageand city
places. Also, rural propertiesusually haveapasture, acultivated or unkept field bordering thelawnon each side.

Inthissituationit may bebest to definethe maintained lawnwith afenceor border planting at the side edges of
thelawn extending tothefront of the property. Usually afenceispreferred. Usefencing appropriatetothe



location. A 2- or 3-board fence of simpledesignworkswell for most rural places. Paint thefencewhiteor the
samecolor asthehouse. Anunpaintedrail or hurdlefenceismoreinkeepingwithahouseinanaturalistic setting
or withahouseof rusticarchitecture.

Instead of afenceyoumay prefer aninformal border of shrubs; if so, sel ect shrubsof |ow-growing varietiesover
which aview isobtained of theroad approach. For many rural New Hampshire properties, alow stonewall
makesagood border. Besurethat thefence, wall or plantingisonyour own property, and not onthat which
belongstothepublichighway.

Vinesmay begrownonthefenceandirregularly spaced shrubsmay beplantedinfront of it. If youwish, youmay
plant aflower border 1 1/2 feet or morewideinfront and closetothefence. Theflower border need not extend
theentirelength.

L andscaping between the house and theroad depends somewhat uponthedistance betweenthem. If thehouseis
fairly closetotheroad, thefront lawn need not be separated fromit with afenceor aplanting of shrubs. Thelawn
could extendtotheroadside. If somedivision seemsdesirable, afenceof suitabledesignisusually preferred,
particularly if therearelargeroadsidetreesgrowingthere.

Rural dwellerswhosehomesare several hundred feet back from the highway may not want tomaintainalawnfor
thisentiredepth. A fence, alow stonewall, or aborder planting of low-growing shrubscould beplaced at the
front portion of theareato bemowed regularly with alawnmower.

Outsidethisareaplant agraincropor allow the spaceto devel op naturally with field grasses. Mowing twice
duringthesummer in Juneand August withasickle-bar mower will keepthegrasstidy. Thisspacemight also be
used asapasturefor grazing horses, calvesor sheep. Y our County Extension Educator or farm supply store
representative can offer you suggestionson the best seeding mixtureto plant for these purposes.

L andscaping Farm Ponds

Many rural New Hampshirepropertieshave had pondsbuilt or small natural bodiesof water |ocated onthem.

V ery oftenthese pondscan bedevel oped for multi-purpose use. However, evenif itsfunctionismoreutilitarian
than recreational or aesthetic, pondsmay be made moreattractive. Conditionscausing muddy al gae-covered,
mosquito-ridden pondscan often be corrected and plant material added to enhancethesetting. Beforeyou
landscapeyour farm pond, consider these points:

Allow easy access to the pond and allow farm pond areas to be visible. This helps prevent farm pond
misuse or drowning.

Some persons voice objections to hardwood plantings inviting seepage as roots disintegrate. Many
conservationists believe that the small amount of seepage is offset by the benefits from such plants.
Besides, many ponds have hardwood trees around them, with no apparent detrimental effects. Plants
such as willows do have a beneficial effect in shading ponds for trout fishing, but interfere with fishing
if they are covering most of the shoreline.

If you wish to attract and hold wildlife, choose at |east a few plants which are good seed and berry
producers . Good food-producing plants in combination with good cover plants, such as young
conifers, will have something to offer wildlife throughout the year.



A Few Plantsfor Woodland Gardens

Ground covers
Barrenwart
Bugleweed
Bunchberry
FoamFlower
Gdax
Lily-of-the-Vdley
Pachysandra
PartridgeBerry
Periwinkle
PantanLilies
Trillium

Violes

Ferns

Shrubs

Blueberries
Drooping L eucothoe
Kousa Dogwood
MountainLaurel
Rhododendron
Viburnums
WitchHazels

Partial List of Conservation Plants

Plants for the area immediately around the pond
Cornus stolonifera, Red osier dogwood

Salix discolor (or S. caprea) Pussy willow

S. purpurea, Purple osier willow

Plants set back about 30-40 feet (or more) from
the pond

Amelanchier canadensis, Shadblow

Cornus racemosa, Gray dogwood

Myrica pensylvanica, Bayberry

Picea spp., Spruce

Pinus strobus, White pine

Viburnum spp., Viburnum (preferably in shaded
areas)
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