
Timing Vegetable Transplants

Timing is an important part of starting seeds indoors. If started too soon, the plants may outgrow the
containers before it is warm enough to transfer them outdoors. Plants started too early also tend to
become potbound and have spindly growth. Time required varies with growing conditions.

Most vegetables should not be set outdoors until all danger of frost is past.  (The exceptions to this are
lettuce, parsley, celery, onion, cabbage, kale, which in most cases can withstand a light frost.)

We generally consider May 30th as safe for sensitive crops. Every now and then we get an early June
frost, so have plant protectors handy!  Harden plants out-of-doors or in cold frame before transplanting.

Vegetables Germinating Days to Seedling Weeks from
Temperature Germinate Growing Seeding to

Temperature Setting Out

Broccoli 68-86 F 3-10 55-60 F 5-8
Brussel Sprouts 68-86 F 3-10 55-60 F 4-8
Cabbage 68-86 F 3-10 55-60 F 5-8
Cauliflower 68-86 F 3-10 55-60 F 5-8
Celery 50-68 F 9-21 55-60 F 10-12
Cucumber 68-86 F 3-10      60 F 3-4
Eggplant 68-86 F 7-14 55-60 F 6-9
Endive 68 F 5-9 55-60 F 4-6
Kale 68-86 F 3-10 55-60 F 4-7
Kohrabi 68-86 F 3-10 55-60 F 4-6
Leeks 65-68 F 7-14      55 F 10-12
Lettuce 68 F 4-10 55-60 F 3-6
Muskmelon 68-86 F 4-10      60 F 3-4
Onion 65-86 F 6-10     55 F 4-6
Parsley 75 F 11-28     55 F 6-10
Peppers 68-86 F 6-20     60 F 6-10
Squash 68-86 F 4-7     60 F 3-4
Tomatoes 68-86 F 5-14     60 F 6-10
Watermelon 68-86 F 4-14     60 F 3-4

Visit our website: ceinfo.unh.edu
UNH Cooperative Extension programs and policies are consistent with pertinent Federal and State laws and regulations

on non-discrimination regarding age, color, handicap, national origin, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, or veterans status.

Family, Home & Garden Education Center
practical solutions to everyday questions

Toll free Info Line 1-877-398-4769
M-F � 9 AM - 2 PM


