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Federal Listing: Not listed
State Listing: Not listed
Global Rank: G5
State Rank: S3B
Author: Alina, J. Pyzikiewicz, New Hampshire 
Fish and Game  

Element 1:  Distribution and Habitat 

1.1 Habitat Description

The horned lark breeds in sparsely vegetated open 
lands that include airports, golf courses and cemeteries 
(MacLeod 1994, Beason 1995). Nest sites are on the 
ground beside grass, rocks, or wood that protect the 
nest from snowmelt and wind-blown snow (MacLeod 
1994). Winter habitat is similar to breeding habitat, 
with the addition of beaches, dunes, and roadsides 
(when the ground is covered with snow) (MacLeod 
1994, Beason 1995). Bare agricultural fields with 
ample seeds and insects provide year-round forag-
ing and are augmented in winter by feedlots (Beason 
1995, DeGraaf and Yamasaki 2001).

1.2 Justification

The horned lark has been slowly declining through-
out its range, most noticeably in the Northeast, where 
farms and open land are forested and developed (Bea-
son 1995, Vickery et al. 1999).

1.3 Protection and Regulatory Status

The horned lark is protected under the Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act and through grassland bird conserva-
tion programs (North American Bird Conservation 
Initiative, Partners in Flight Northeast Grassland Bird 
Working Group).

1.4 Population and Habitat Distribution

The horned lark can be found year-round in much 
of North America, with the exception of interior 
Canada, the Pacific Northwest, and the southeastern 
United States (Beason 1995). It is a breeding resident 
in Canada and Alaska and a permanent resident in 
the lower 48 states and Mexico (Ridgely et al. 2003).

In New Hampshire, historical records show that 
horned larks, most likely the northern subspecies (E. 
a. alpestris), bred in the White Mountains region and 
North Country and were uncommon in the south 
(MacLeod 1994). Horned larks nesting in the south-
ern part of the state in the early 1900s were most 
likely the prairie subspecies (E. a. praticola) (Ma-
cLeod 1994). Between 1940 and 1970, horned larks 
sighted in winter were of the northern subspecies, and 
those sighted in summer were of the nesting prairie 
subspecies (MacLeod 1994). Current observations of 
breeding horned larks have been recorded at the Con-
cord Municipal Airport, Lebanon Municipal Airport, 
Manchester Airport, Diliant Hopkins Airport, Pease 
International Air Force Base, Hampton Harbor Inlet, 
and Hampton Beach State Park (NHNHB 2005).  

1.5 Town Distribution Map
Not completed for this species.

1.6 Habitat Map
See Extensive Grassland habitat profile.

1.7 Sources of Information 

Sources of information included the NHNHB data-
base, MacLoed (1994), Beason (1995), and DeGraaf 
and Yamasaki (2001).

Horned Lark 
Eremophila alpestris
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1.8 Extent and Quality of Data

Horned lark habitat and population distribution is 
well studied throughout its range. Population data in 
New Hampshire are limited.

1.9 Distribution Research  

• Identify and protect key grassland habitat areas
• Continue monitoring grassland habitats to better 

assess horned lark population declines
• Determine the status of population in New 

Hampshire’s coastal dunes
• Determine effects of airport management 

techniques on populations that occur in such 
habitats.

Element 3:  Species Threat Assessment
See Grasslands habitat profile.

Element 4:  Conservation Actions
See Grasslands habitat profile.
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