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Eastern States Exposition 4-H Beef Show Qualification

Representing New Hampshire at Eastern States Exposition is an honor and privilege and requires hard work, commitment, and preparation.  All 4-H beef members must meet the following requirements in order to show their animal at Eastern States Exposition in the Fall:
1. Intent to Participate Form: DUE JANUARY 4
Submit an Eastern States Exposition Intent to Participate Form prior to January 4 to your County 4-H Office.

2. Eastern States Exposition Entry Form and Animal Approval Form: DUE FEBRUARY 1 OR MAY 1
Submit a 4-H ESE Entry and New Hampshire 4-H Animal Approval Form to your County 4-H Office for your animal prior to February 1 for steers, and May 1 for heifers.

3. Number of Animals to be Exhibited

Each 4-H member may only enter a total of three (3) animals in the beef show whether they are steers or heifers or a combination of steers and heifers.
4. County Fair Participation
The animals you are interested in competing with at Eastern States Exposition must be shown and judged at your county fair (provided the fair falls before Eastern States Exposition) in the appropriate Fitting and Showmanship and Market or Breed type class.  If your county fair falls during/after Eastern States Exposition, you must show in another county fair. 
5. Recommended Preparation Activities
It is STRONGLY ENCOURAGED that you attend all or as many of the Recommended Preparation Activities for 4-H Beef Exhibitors for Eastern States Exposition.  A list of those activities can be found on the State Website.  
6. Records
Records must be presented to exhibit your animal at Eastern States Exposition.  Keep accurate records on your animal and they must be up to date.   Records will be reviewed at the mandatory meeting in April.   Records for steer for Eastern States Exposition can be found here: http://www.thebige.com/fair/agriculture/documents/06ag4hsteerrecordsweb.pdf
Records for heifers for Eastern States Exposition can be found here:

http://www.thebige.com/fair/agriculture/documents/06agheiferrecordweb.pdf
7. Mandatory Meeting for Youth and Parents
There will be a mandatory meeting for all New Hampshire 4-H members and their parents interested in attending Eastern States Exposition at the Cheshire County 4-H Beef Field Day in April.  This meeting will go over expectations, provide assistance in the project, and be an initial review of your records.  It is strongly encouraged you participate in the Cheshire County 4-H Beef Field Day with your animal. 

You will also need to attend 2-3 more meetings throughout the season to prepare for exhibiting at Eastern States Exposition. 

8. Observation, Monitoring, and Support
In efforts to increase the quality of New Hampshire’s delegation to Eastern States Exposition in the 4-H Beef Project area, more observation, monitoring, and support will be conducted throughout the year.  Members of the New Hampshire 4-H Beef Curriculum Committee will continually be observing, monitoring, and providing support to 4-H Beef members who intend on competing with their project animal at Eastern States Exposition.  Support will be offered in order to ensure that the condition of the animal and preparedness present for a nice showing at Eastern States Exposition.

9. Unprepared Animals and Exhibitors

In order to increase the quality of the New Hampshire beef 4-H delegation, 4-H exhibitors who are recognized as being at risk of being unprepared or not ready to exhibit at Eastern States Exposition will be identified to the State 4-H Office in writing throughout the year.  Support will be offered; however, if the animal and exhibitor are deemed unprepared and not ready to attend Eastern States Exposition by the State 4-H Office and the New Hampshire 4-H Beef Curriculum Committee, the animal will not be allowed to attend Eastern States Exposition.  However, the exhibitor can apply to attend Eastern States Exposition as a Junior Leader for the delegation.
If the exhibitor in question attends many, most, or all of the Recommended Preparation Activities for 4-H Beef Exhibitors for Eastern States Exposition, this will be strongly considered when making the decision whether the exhibitor can attend Eastern States Exposition with their animal. 
10. Junior Leader Program
One youth, age 12-18 (as of January 1) is eligible to attend Eastern States Exposition as a Junior Leader.  Exhibitors who are not competing with an animal or are not able to bring their animal can apply to be a Junior Leader.  
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Information for Steers

1. Steer Tagging
All steers must have an official ESE ear tag placed in the LEFT ear. It is the exhibitors responsibility to contact the County 4-H Office to arrange for the tagging of their steer. 4-H County Staff will contact the 4-H State Office to request the appropriate number of ear tags. 4-H County Staff must SEE the owner inserting the tag to verify that it was indeed inserted into the ear of the entered animal. Staff will not insert the tag. Lost ear tags must be reported to your county immediately. 4 -H staff will call the state office if you lose an eartag. The state office staff will send a replacement tag and resolve it with ESE.
2. Steer Horns
Steers must be naturally polled or dehorned with no horn regrowth.

3. Steer Auction
4-H members MUST sell their steers in the auction. Animals that have been through the ESE auction or any other 4-H auction, and “bought back” by the 4-H member may not be exhibited or auctioned at the Fryeburg Fair 4-H Beef Show and Auction. Buy-backs are not encouraged.
4. Weight Requirement

Your steer must weigh at least 900 pounds when he immediately unloaded at Eastern States Exposition. Any steer not weighing 900 pounds or having incomplete records will be disqualified.
Information for Heifers
1. Heifer Show

Registered heifers and commercial heifers can be shown. Animals listed as Hereford must be registered with the American Hereford Association. Animals listed as Angus must be registered with the American Angus Association. All other purebred heifers must be registered or recorded with a breed association and entered in “Other Breeds.” Crossbreed heifers or unregisterable heifers will be shown in the commercial heifers class.

11. Heifer Classes

Classes will be offered for heifers according to the following age breakdowns:

Senior Calf

9/1 - 12/31/11

Summer Yearling
5/1 - 8/31/11

Spring Yearling
3/1 - 4/30/11

Junior Yearling

1/1 - 2/28/11

Senior Yearling
9/1 - 12/31/10
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