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Helping Communities 
Protect Wildlife Habitat

Emily Brunkhurst
Wildlife Biologist

NH Fish and Game

Taking Action for Wildlife

Conservation Planning:

Developing a vision for the future 
ecological health of an area and the 
maintenance of farm and managed 

forest lands
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Natural resource inventories: 
What and where natural 

resources are.

Natural Resource Inventory

This book is available from 
UNH Cooperative Extension: 
http://extension.unh.edu/

Basic Inventory: 
Existing GIS data

Detailed Inventory : 
Adding locally produced 
data
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Granit Datamapper

http://mapper.granit.unh.edu/viewer.jsp

Wildlife Action Plan Maps
New Hampshire 
Wildlife Habitat 
Land Cover

Updated in 
2010!
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Wildlife Action Plan Maps
Highest Ranked             
Wildlife Habitat By 
Ecological 
Condition

Updated in 
2010!
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Other features you can use:

Soils: Prime agricultural or forest
Public water supplies
Watershed boundaries
Unfragmented blocks
Tax maps (property boundaries)
Powerline corridors and other utilities
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Add Local Data to Your NRI

• Vernal pool 
identification and 
assessment

• Wetland 
assessments

• Town forest 
inventory

• Trails 
• Scenic areas
• Wildlife Inventories
• Other areas of local 

importance

Wildlife Action Plan 
Species Profiles

Appendix A

• Species Description
• Status
• Distribution and Abundance
• Known & Potential Habitats
• Protection
• Threats
• Research and Inventory 

Needs
• Conservation Management 

Needs
• Bibliography
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Wildlife Action Plan 
Habitat Profiles 

Appendix B

• Habitat description
• Distribution and 

abundance
• Protection
• Threats
• Research and 

inventory needs
• Conservation and 

management 
needs

• Bibliography

Habitat and Species 
Crosswalks Appendix D

Appalachian Oak Pine Forest

Northern Hardwood Conifer 
Forest

Hemlock-Hardwood-Pine 
Forest

Grassland

Shrubland

Marsh and Shrub Wetlands

Pine Barrens
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Analyze the Information

Where are the most 
important resources?

Why is the resource 
important?

What are the threats to 
these resources?

Are there regionally 
significant resources?

Community Planning Actions

• Writing a Conservation Plan 
• Reviewing Land Use Planning 

Documents
• Establishing Land Use Regulations
• Establishing Zoning Ordinances
• Encouraging Voluntary Practices
• Protecting Land
• Managing Land
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Community Planning Action: 
Writing a Conservation Plan

WHY CREATE A CONSERVATION PLAN?

• Identify and describe the most important 
natural features and resources 

• Promote conservation of these natural 
features and resources

• Guide municipal or private voluntary land 
conservation planning

• Document conservation priorities and 
recommended policies in a municipal master 
plan

• Suggest regulatory protection for some 
features and resources

Community Planning Action:
Reviewing Land Use Documents

• Does your Master 
Plan address natural 
resources?

• New Hampshire land 
use law designates 
the Master Plan as 
the basis for all 
municipal land use 
regulations. 

NH Office of Energy and Planning        

http://www.nh.gov/oep/
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Community Planning Action:
Reviewing Land Use Documents

• How well are wildlife 
and habitats 
protected in your 
town?

• Hire someone to do 
this,     

• Or do it yourself.

25 topics
www.wildnh.com

Model 
ordinances 
and 
regulations 
for towns

Topics include:

Lot size averaging

Steep slopes and 
ridgeline protection

Habitat Management

Flood hazard area zoning

Preserving dark skies

Energy efficient 
development

www.des.nh.gov

Community Planning Action:
Establishing Land Use Regulations
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Community Planning Action:
Establishing Land Use Regulations

Chapters include:

• Background and Purpose

• Appropriate Circumstances and Context for Use

• Legal Basis and Considerations for NH

• Examples and Outcomes

• Model Language and Guidance for 
Implementation

Community Planning Action:
Establishing Zoning Ordinances

•Town Subdivision Regulations 
require land owner to provide 
more information about the 
natural resources on the parcel

•Conservation Biologist hired

•Portion of site is included in 
Wildlife Action Plan as 
Grasslands Priority Habitat
•In report WAP habitats and 
species listed, explanation of 
WAP priority and surrounding 
habitats
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Community Planning Actions:
Encouraging Voluntary Practices

• Protecting important 
resources in your town 
without regulations

• Requires in-depth 
knowledge of where 
these resources are (or 
potentially are) in your 
town

• Pre-application meetings
• Prior to any plans (and 

construction), make 
recommendations about 
the parcel

Community Planning Action:
Land Protection

Think landscape scale and 
across town and state 

boundaries
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COMING SOON!

TakingActionForWildlife.org

An online resource center with all these 
plans, documents and 

recommendations
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Reporting Data you Collect

Wildlife Sightings Database
• You report on the distribution of Wildlife Action 

Plan species.

• Start documenting now!

• Easy to use online format with map feature and 
photo uploads.
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• Screen print of location page

• Screen print of first species page
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• Screen print of second species page

• Screen print of page showing which 
species we include
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RAARP

• Best reports have a form filled out 
completely and includes photographs

• Forms, FAQ’s, tips, and pictures all 
found online: www.wildnh.com

Reptile And 
Amphibian Reporting 

Program

NOW REPORT ON WILDLIFE SIGHTINGS DATABASE

Vernal Pools: What you can do

Free Download

Learn, identify, and submit your findings at 
www.wildnh.com


