
 
 “This event serves as a 

reminder of the sacrifice 
the children of military 
parents make. Having been 
a wife of  a fighter pilot I 
can relate to how difficult it 
is to say goodbye to ones 
you love.  To all those 
children both here and 
around this great state and 
nation, I say “Thank You.” 

 -Kelly Ayotte,      
 NH U.S. Senator  

 “...through movements like 
“Purple Up Day,” [OMK] 
lets children know that 
many in their community 
support them.” 

 -Jeanne Shaheen 
 NH U.S. Senator 
 
 “The freedoms we cherish 

as Americans are due to 
the selfless dedication 
and sacrifice of our men 
and women serving in our 
Armed Forces.  They not 
only sacrifice and give 
selflessly to our country, 
but so too do their family 
and children.” 

  -Frank Guinta 
 US Representative 
 from NH 
 
 “..we wear [purple] in 

support and gratitude of 
the sacrifices made by 
military families. It is 
important that we 
recognize the significant 
impact that a deployment 
has on the entire family, 
including the youngest 
generations.” 

 -Charles Bass 
 US Representative 
 from NH 

 

In honor of the Month of the Military Child, Operation: Military Kids (OMK) at UNH Cooperative 
Extension invited everyone to “Purple Up! for Military Kids.”  What started only last year as a NH 
initiative to honor military youth, “Purple Up!” has gone viral, spreading across the entire 
country! Many found ways to show support for military children across the state, from schools 
and businesses to NH’s US Congressional Delegation and the Governor!  Here’s a look at just 
some of the ways NH “Purpled Up!” 

Purple Up! Rally at the Whittemore Center, UNH! 

This rally, held in front of the iconic wildcat statue, attracted many in support of military 
youth. Supporters included UNH students, the Women’s Hockey team, ROTC members, 
Cooperative Extension administrators, and University leaders. We were particularly 
pleased that UNH President Mark Huddleston addressed the group.  A special Purple Up! 

“Purple Up!”  
at Maple Avenue Elementary  School 

“Purple Up!” from New Morning School 
after school program 

Governor John Lynch  

officially declared April 2012 as 

the Month of the Military Child! 

Month of the Military Child  
Proclamation 

What our legislators are 
saying about  

“Purple Up!” 

Purple Up! For Military Kids 

Earlier in the month, we were honored by a 

visit from M.-A. Lucas.   We just  couldn’t 

resist previewing the event! 



 

 “Purple Up!” was featured in a full page article in 
the Manchester Union Leader, NH’s largest  
newspaper, with a state-wide circulation of 
approximately 140,00 daily readers. 

 WMUR TV, the NH ABC affiliate, and WTPL radio   
did a live interview with NH OMK Director, 
Charlotte Cross to raise awareness about April—
the Month of the Military Child and “Purple Up!” 
day. 

 WMUR highlighted “Purple Up!” in their April 
13th newscast and wore purple to show their 
support. The event was posted to their website, 
via Facebook. The WMUR website has 1,119,956 
unique visitors per month!    

 NH OMK invited other states and territories to 
join “Purple Up! For Military Kids”.  Forty-eight 
states and two territories confirmed their 
participation. 

 The UNH Campus Journal, UNH’s news 
publication, featured a story about “Purple Up!” 

 Senators Ayotte and Shaheen, as well as 
Congressmen Bass and Guinta supported the    
Governor proclaiming April—the Month of the 
Military Child. Representatives from the full 
United States Congressional Delegation from NH 
attended a special ceremony at the Statehouse. 

 BAE Systems, a leader in defense and security 
technology, sent out the “Purple Up!” flyer to 
their employees and will be collaborating with 
OMK in the near future. 

 The NH Department of Health and Human 
Services Commissioner sent the “Purple Up!” 
flyer to more than 2,900 state employees. 

 The American Legion held a “Month of the 
Military Child Family Event” on April 27th.  This 
was a day of good food and fun family activities 
open to all military and non-military families. 

 The NH OMK Facebook and Twitter presence has 
been increased to enhance our communication 

“Purple Up!” events were held at local schools such as Maple Avenue Elementary School in Goffstown        
and St. Thomas Aquinas High School in Dover. 

NH Governor John Lynch officially 
proclaimed April as the Month of 
the Military Child with a ceremony 
at the State House in Concord, 
NH. Kent Nolan, an OMK team 
member representing the 
American Legion, organized the 
event. The NH Adjutant General, 
William N. Reddel, read the 
proclamation. 

NH Purple Up! Happenings  

OMK partnered with 
Easter Seals at the Early 
Childhood Celebration.  
Greeters offered purple 
ribbons and information 
about OMK to each 
guest. 

National Guard members joined 
the NH Department of Health and 
Human Services on April 27th for 
“Bring Your Kids to Work Day.”   
Sixty civilian children and their 
parents learned about military 
children and families. 

The Whittemore Center , an arena 
that can accommodate 7,500 at 
sporting events, concerts, and 
recreational activities, displayed a 
“Purple Up!” banner (below) and 
was illuminated in purple for the 
month of April.  


