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WHAT IS A 
VERNAL POOL?

Photo by Pete Bowman, NHNHB

 Temporary wetland: 
usually holds water for 
only part of the year, 
often spring time.

 Typically fish-less

 Sometimes called 
temporary, ephemeral, 
seasonal or isolated pool, 
pond, or wetland.



WHAT SPECIES 
NEED VERNAL 
POOLS?

Steve Nanz

Victor Young, NHFG

Timothy Beaulieu, UNHCE



WHAT OTHER 
SPECIES USE 
VERNAL POOLS?

Llyod Gamble, 
UMASS

Kathy Davis

Christopher Manning

Draongfly larvae
libellulidae, Bugguide.net



DOCUMENTATION 
AND PROTECTION

 Not mapped as part of the 
Wildlife Action Plan

 Often overlooked in land-use 
planning (pools can be small 
& dry at times of the year)

 New Vernal Pool 
Documentation Manual can 
help locate, identify, and 
document habitat 









http://www.wildlife.state.nh.us/nongame/vernal-pools.html



VERNAL POOL 
DOCUMENTATION 
FORM

 Print a copy, take with you 
into the field to find a vernal 
pool

 Fill out information about the 
habitat, the pool itself, and 
the species observed there

 This can be used to easily 
submit vernal pool 
information to NHFG



Betsy Leppo, PA Natural Heritage

WHERE DOES VERNAL POOL HABITAT & 
SPECIES INFORMATION GO?

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiSnquAtNzLAhVDdT4KHWMwBHYQjRwIBw&url=http://www.naturalheritage.state.pa.us/VernalPool_Register.aspx&psig=AFQjCNFwslIm06pQ43HuyEEeQPvnTKC7jA&ust=1459014840553481
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiSnquAtNzLAhVDdT4KHWMwBHYQjRwIBw&url=http://www.naturalheritage.state.pa.us/VernalPool_Register.aspx&psig=AFQjCNFwslIm06pQ43HuyEEeQPvnTKC7jA&ust=1459014840553481


http://nhwildlifesightings.unh.edu
http://nhwildlifesightings.unh.edu/mobile





Once you’re logged-in to NH Wildlife Sightings, 
your reports become visible.



First Decision: New site, or existing site ?



Saves the site, and will 
continue to the next page to 
add more information.



 Don’t know
 Natural depression
 Natural, but altered
 Farm Pond
 Quarry/Sand Pit Excavation
 Ditch along road or rut from vehicle
 Created wetland/pool (intentional such as wetland mitigation)
 Other (describe)

 Don’t know
 Seasonal (drying out entirely in most years)
 Semi-permanent (drying partially in most years)
 Permanent (typically maintains water)



 Heavy ( >50 % shrubs and/or trees)
 Moderate ( <50 % shrubs and/or trees)
 Minimal (Open site with grasses, forbs, scattered shrubs)

 < 10 %
 10 – 50 %
 > 50 %

 None
 1 – 10
 > 10



 1 – 25
 26 – 100
 > 100

Only vernal pool – associated 
species can be selected here. 
All other wildlife species can be 
added after you save this page.

Blue-spotted salamander
Bullfrog
Eastern newt
Green frog
Jefferson salamander
Northern spring peeper



‘Help’  
buttons are 
scattered 
throughout 
the form to 
remind you 
of what 
information 
to input, or 
to direct you 
to additional 
resources.









Bright yellow neck, high-domed shell, some yellow spots.

Did not look like a painted, snapping, or spotted turtle.



MOBILE 
ENABLED http://nhwildlifesightings.

unh.edu/mobile
Can be used after 

you’ve already created 
an account login.

You do not need to 
download an App –
enter the URL into 
your phone’s internet 
browser. You can save 
this  webpage to your 
phone’s home screen 
for convenient access.



 If you are in the field at the 
time of data entry, you can use 
“Locate Me!”

 To use “Locate Me!”, be sure 
the location services are 
allowed for your website 
browser. Check the accuracy.

 Same as the desktop version: 
hit “Save” to enter vernal pool 
information and wildlife reports 
at this site.

ADD A NEW SITE IN THE 
MOBILE VERSION



PICK AN 
EXISTING 
SITE IN 
THE 
MOBILE 
VERSION



ENTER A 
WILDLIFE 
SIGHTING IN 
THE MOBILE 
VERSION

 Select any species, just 
as you would in the 
desktop version.

 The information 
requested for vernal 
pools and for wildlife 
species is the same as 
in the desktop version.





REMEMBER TO 
TAP “SAVE” WHEN 
YOU’RE DONE
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