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Record of 4-H Lease 
 

One Form Per Species 
 

Circle species listed: Alpaca   Beef   Meat, Pack, Pygmy or Wool Goats   Dairy Cattle   Dairy Goats   Dog   Llama Poultry   
Rabbits  Sheep Swine     Working Steer     Horse  Small Pet   Other _________________  

 
This certifies that 4-H member __________________________ and the owner of the animal(s) ____________________________ 
 Name of Member       Name of Owner 

have entered into an agreement involving the following animal(s): 
 

Breed Animal Name 
Registration Number and/or 

ID Number (microchip, tattoo or farm tag) 
if registration pending, list Reg. No. of Sire and Dam 

Date of Birth 
(mo/date/yr 

Sex Value 

      

      

      

 

The above named animal(s) is/are leased to the 4-H member for the period beginning ________________(date) and terminating on ________________(date). 
 

Three copies of this record should be made: one to be filed with 4-H member’s county Extension office, one for the animal owner and one for the member to 
keep. The lease must have an effective date on or prior to the 4-H Approval Form deadline for that species and must be in the name of the 4-H member. 

I have read and understand the policies for 4-H Leases. See fact sheet on the 4-H Animal Science web page: http://extension.unh.edu/4H/4-HAnimalScience.htm 
and agree to these policies. The responsibilities have been discussed, the 4-H member will have significant access to the project animal with at least 50% 
responsibility for its care and a lease agreement exists and has been agreed upon by all parties. 

All 4-H project animals are shown at the risk of the 4-H member. Any damage to persons or property is the legal and financial responsibility of the 4-H member 
and their family who leases the animal. 

UNH Cooperative Extension encourages written lease agreements, however it is the responsibility of both parties to agree upon the lease terms and UNHCE is 
not legally involved in the writing, implementation or termination of any lease. 

 
 ___________________________________________   ___________________________________________  
 Member Parent  
 
 ___________________________________________   ___________________________________________  
 Owner 4- H County Staff 

Description (Photo preferred): 

 

http://extension.unh.edu/4H/4-HAnimalScience.htm
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New Hampshire 4-H Lease Policy 
 
4-H members in New Hampshire who, for various reasons, may not have the opportunity to own a 
project animal or additional project animals may lease an animal(s) from a second party. Sometimes 
4-H animal project members do not have proper facilities, equipment, resources or enough 
experience to own an animal. Advanced members who are exhibiting herds or flocks of animals as a 
project may be unable to own the required number of animals for their project and wish to lease 
additional animals. The New Hampshire 4-H Youth Development Program has set up specific rules 
and guidelines for 4-H members who wish to lease project animals. 
 
It should be understood that the lease allows the 4-H member to use the specified animal(s) as a 4-H 
project. It is not necessary that the leased animal be housed at the home of the 4-H member; 
however, the 4-H member must have significant access to the project animal(s) and be responsible 
for at least 50% of the care of the animal(s). If a lease agreement is signed it MUST be in the name of 
the member who will be exhibiting the leased animal. 
 
A 4-H novice or junior member, 8-13 years old on 1/1 of the current year, may lease up to two 
animals of a species. If the member owns no animals of a species they may lease up to two animals 
of that species. If a member owns one animal of a species, they may lease one additional animal of 
that species. If a member owns two animals they may not lease any other animal of that 
species.  
 
A 4-H senior member, 14-18 on 1/1 of the current year, may lease up to three animals of a species. If 
they own no animals of a species, they may lease up to three animals of that species. If they own one 
animal of a species they may lease up to two animals of that species. If they own two animals of a 
species they may lease up to one animal of that species. If they own three animals of a species 
they may not lease any other animal of that species. Note: Senior Horse members may lease 
up to two horses if they own none, one additional horse if they own one. 
 
There are some animal species which have age restrictions on the animals that may be shown in 4-H 
shows. If you are interested in showing you will want to be aware of the age restrictions for your 
species prior to leasing. For example, sheep over the age of two cannot be shown in a 4-H show. For 
leased dairy cattle over the age of two, to be eligible for the Eastern States Exposition 4-H Dairy 
Show, the lease agreement must have been in effect before the animal was a senior yearling. 
 
Additional information on 4-H leases can be obtained by contacting your County 4-H Extension office 
for the fact sheet entitled “Suggestions for Setting up 4-H Leases” (also available at: 
http://extension.unh.edu/4H/4-HAnimalScience.htm on the 4-H animal science webpage). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit our website: extension.unh.edu 
 

UNH Cooperative Extension is an equal opportunity educator and employer, 
University of New Hampshire, U.S. Dept. of Agriculture and NH counties cooperating. 
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