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The following dates are guidelines for pruning small and tree fruits. 
Following these guidelines will help reduce the risk of damage due to cold 
injury. If the extended weather forecast is calling for temperatures below 
0°F, stop pruning three to four days before to the cold spell. Wait two to 
three days after the temperature returns to above 10°F to resume pruning.

Fall-bearing Raspberry
March to early April: Remove all canes before growth 
starts. 

Summer-bearing Raspberry
March to early April: Prune before growth starts; thin 
canes to 8 to 10 per foot of row and prune any winter- 
killed tips of the fruiting canes.

July to early August: Remove old fruiting canes immediate-
ly after the crop has been harvested.

Black Raspberry
March to early April: Before new growth begins, prune side 
shoots to a length of 10 to 12 inches or shorter if plants are 
not vigorous. 

Late May to late June: Thin new shoots and pinch back or 
cut off to a height of 24 to 30 inches from the ground.

July to August: Remove old fruiting canes immediately 
after crop has been harvested.

Apple
February to April: Prune before start of growth.

Blueberry
March to April: Prune before growth begins.

Cherry
March to April: Prune before start of growth.

Grape
March to early April: Prune vines before new growth be-
gins. When grape vines are pruned on warm spring days, 
sap may flow at pruning cuts. This is normal and not a 
cause for concern. 

Peach and Nectarine
March to late April: Prune before blossoms show color.

Plum
March to April: Prune before start of growth.

Pear
February to April: Prune before growth begins.

Visit our website: 
extension.unh.edu

About the Author
George Hamilton is an Extension Field Specialist in Food & 
Agriculture for the University of New Hampshire Cooperative 
Extension.  George has direct responsibilities working with 
commercial farm operations in the areas of vegetables, fruit crops, 
and Integrated Pest Management.

For More Information
Education Center and  
Information Line
answers@unh.edu
1-877-EXT-GROW  
(1-877-398-4769)
9 am–2 pm M–F

UNH Cooperative Extension brings information and education into 
the communities of the Granite State to help make New Hampshire’s 
individuals, businesses, and communities more successful and its 
natural resources healthy and productive. For 100 years, our special-
ists have been tailoring contemporary, practical education to regional 
needs, helping create a well-informed citizenry while strengthening key 
economic sectors.

The University of New Hampshire Cooperative Extension is an equal 
opportunity educator and employer. University of New Hampshire,  
U.S. Department of Agriculture and N.H. counties cooperating.

Reformatted January 2017

State Office
Taylor Hall
59 College Rd.
Durham, NH 03824
http://extension.unh.edu




