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These specifications are intended to outline the minimum requirements for the inventory portion 
of the forest stewardship plan financed through the EQIP program starting in the program sign-
up year of 2009. Plan preparers are encouraged to exceed these minimum standards when 
indicated by landowner objectives. Plans financed through the EQIP program must meet these 
inventory standards and the criteria outlined in “New Hampshire Forest Management Plan 
Criteria Practice/ Activity Code (106)” and all other program requirements. These standards 
apply to all EQIP plans when the EQIP contract was issued after June 2009. 
 
Data Required 
 
Stand age and history: Include current age structure and the approximate date of stand 
establishment (if even-aged), or of establishment of the primary age classes (if multi-aged) and a 
general description of stand development processes or events. (May be based on field 
observations, increment boring, and/ or historical information using such tools as aerial photos). 
 
Stand volume: An estimate of stand volume by primary species and general product type 
(sawtimber, cordwood, pulpwood). 
 
Stand Stocking: A quantitative estimate of site occupancy by primary species including an 
estimate of basal area, mean stand diameter, number of trees per acre and/ or other descriptors. 
 
Stand/ tree quality: A description of current and potential timber quality based on species 
composition, acceptable growing stock, and general product type. 
 
Stand descriptions must be provided for all areas of productive and nonproductive forestland. All 
stand descriptions must be based on adequate fieldwork to provide accurate and useful 
information. The fieldwork and descriptions can be adapted to gather information to quantify and 
describe wildlife habitat elements as indicated by landowner objectives. 
 
Required fieldwork 
 
A field inventory based on fixed area plots or variable radius points is required, to include all 
productive stands except: 

 Seedling and sapling stands with less than 6 cords per acre volume (by ocular estimate); 

 Other stands where no harvest is planned or likely due to:  
o       legal restriction, or  
o       terrain that is inoperable with conventional equipment. Lack of existing access does 
 not exempt stands from this requirement.  
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Sample size: A field inventory must include a minimum of 10 points on any parcel. Sampling 
must occur in all stands where the inventory is required: 

 Use a sample method that is a scientifically-recognized, statistical forest sampling 
method that can be quantified, demonstrated and repeated. It must produce a valid 
estimate of standard error or confidence limits. 

OR 

 Estimated total woodlot basal area for all inventoried stands should be within a sampling 
error of less than 15% with a confidence level of 80% or greater. 

OR 

 The following general guide may be used with 10, 15, or 20 BAF prisms: 

If the area in acres is:  Number of points 

Less than 10 acres    10 

10-40      1 per acre 

41-80     20 + ½ total area 

81-200     40 + ¼ total area 

Over 200     Use sample size formula (see Ducey below) 

Example: 120 acres would require points: 40+ (1/4 x 120) = 70 points 

Description of Inventory Methods 

Include a brief narrative outlining the fieldwork done to prepare the plan, especially to develop 
stand descriptions and prescriptions and other information. A description of the sampling 
methods used is required including the number and type of field plots/points, the layout method 
of plots/points and other related methods such as seedling tallies. 

Reference 

For additional information about planning the inventory see: Pre-Cruise Planning by Mark 
Ducey in “2001 Workshop Proceedings: Forest Measurements for Natural Resource 
Professionals” published as a Natural Resource Network Publication by UNH Cooperative 
Extension and available at: http://extension.unh.edu/resources/files/Resource000398_Rep420.pdf  

  
The general guidelines for determining sample size are from Beers and Miller as summarized in 
the Timber Inventory chapter in Forestry Handbook second edition edited by Karl Wenger, John 
Wiley and Sons. 1984. See page 404. 


