
UNH Cooperative Extension Info Line Question of the Week 

Peonies

Q:  I moved into a home with older established fl ower beds last year.  I’ve identifi ed several peonies, but 
none fl owered last year.  What can I do this year to ensure I get blossoms? 
  
A:  Peonies are a great old favorite for many reasons. They tolerate a wide range of soil conditions and 
generally survive New England winters.  A few tips will help you get the  fl owers you want: First, make sure 
the plant is getting at least 6 hours of direct sunlight per day. Then, take into consideration the amount of 
space the plant occupies.  If it seems crowded or overgrown, divide it and move the division to a new 
location where it has a space at least 3 feet in diameter from any neighbors.  Although you can divide 
peonies in the spring, it’s better to wait until  fall. Replant the division (3 to 5 “eyes” and roots) in a generous 
hole to which you may add compost. Make sure the small stem buds (eyes) are just below the soil surface.  

Peonies aren’t heavy feeders but appreciate occasional light fertilizing. Excess nitrogen will hinder fl owering. 
Make sure a peony with large buds gets ample water, and be prepared to stake the entire bush. 

Peonies are subject to fungal diseases, especially in wet spring weather.  Promptly remove infected 
material and do a thorough fall cleanup for control. Avoiding overhead irrigation will help prevent fungal 
attacks. More rarely, plants are aff ected by scale insects, but the most common insect found on the budding 
beauties is the ant, which is neither harmful nor benefi cial.  It just likes the bud, too. 

Got questions? UNH Cooperative Extension Education Center’s Info Line off ers practical help fi nding 
answers for your lawn and garden questions. Call toll free at 1-877-398-4769, M-F, 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m., 
or e-mail us at answers@unh.edu.
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