
UNH Cooperative Extension Info Line Question of the Week 

Wood Ashes

Q: I’ve heard that ashes from my woodstove are good for my lawn and garden. If so, how do I use them?

A:  Hardwood ashes act on the soil much like limestone, raising the soil pH (making it less acidic). Unlike agri-
cultural limestone, which can take six months or more to take eff ect, wood ash has high water solubility and 
quickly raises the soil pH. If you spread too many ashes over a given area, you can raise the soil pH higher 
than the optimum level of 6.5 to 7.0 (Potatoes and blueberries prefer a lower pH; don’t add ashes to spots 
where you’ll plant those crops). A soil pH over the optimum level can aff ect plants by limiting the availability 
of important soil plant nutrients such as phosphorous, iron, and magnesium. 
Twenty pounds (a fi ve-gallon pail full) per 1000 square feet is a safe rate of wood ash application for a veg-
etable garden or lawn each year for soils already in the  6.5-7.0 range (although a soil test will determine 
more precisely how much wood ash you need to bring your soil into the optimum range). Mix the ashes 
thoroughly into the top few inches of garden soil. After applying the ashes, you should need no additional 
lime. I addition to calcium and magnesium, wood ash will also supply potassium. 

Having a soil test taken once every two years from your garden and lawn is wise. Visit  http://extension.unh.
edu/Agric/AGPDTS/SoilTest.htm to download a form.

Got questions? UNH Cooperative Extension Education Center’s Info Line off ers practical help fi nding 
answers for your lawn and garden questions. Call toll free at 1-877-398-4769, M-F, 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m., 
or e-mail us at answers@unh.edu.
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