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OUR MISSION
To train volunteers to promote wildlife habitat conservation and forest 
stewardship. And through this volunteer outreach:

• To enhance, restore, and conserve habitat for the rich diversity of native 
wildlife in New Hampshire.

• To increase the amount of New Hampshire’s public and private land 
managed with a stewardship ethic.

Volunteers Working for Wildlife 

The New Hampshire Coverts Project is sponsored by UNH Cooperative Extension and New Hampshire Fish & Game.  The program also receives support from the New Hampshire Division of 
Forests and Lands, the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, the NH Charitable Foundation, the Davis Environmental Foundation, and the Quality Deer Management Association. The University of 
New Hampshire Cooperative Extension is an equal opportunity educator and employer. University of New Hampshire, U.S. Department of Agriculture, NH Dept. of Resources and Economic 
Development, Division of Forests and Lands, NH Fish and Game, U.S. Department of Agriculture, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and N.H. counties cooperating.

Habitat Management, Stewardship Ethic
“We restored part of an old field into a one-acre pollinator site. It was prepped 
and seeded this past spring and now is beginning to flower. We just hosted a 
20-person pollinator workshop [which] included a talk and a site visit. We are 
in the process of adding four more acres of pollinator habitat. It's great to be 
able to share our efforts with the community and hopefully encourage others 
to consider planting for our declining pollinators.” - Coverts Volunteer, 2016

Engaging the Community
“As a speaker in the Speaking for Wildlife program, I have made presentations 
to people of all ages. In addition to providing them with previously unknown 
information, I also gained [a lot] from their comments and stories. The one 
presentation that stands out was to forty 4th grade students who reside in a 
city neighborhood. Their questions and comments showed an interest level I 
had not expected. […] They are the future of wildlife in New Hampshire” 
- Coverts Volunteer, 2016

Supporting Conservation
“As a member of my town's Conservation Commission, I am helping to create a 
vision that includes land conservation, habitat preservation and responsible 
planning for the next generation. Many of the things I learned in the Coverts 
training is helping to inform this work.” - Coverts Volunteer, 2016
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PROGRAM ACCOMPLISHMENTS402
VOLUNTEER SERVICE 

In 2016, Coverts Cooperators contributed 22,928 volunteer hours on 
behalf of forest stewardship or wildlife habitat issues in their communities, 
valued at over $540,000. Coverts Cooperators worked to conserve over 
4,350 acres of land in their communities, and reached out to over 15,200 
people with a message of sound forest stewardship and wildlife 
conservation in 2016. 

The Speaking for Wildlife program involved over 175 Coverts 
Cooperators and other interested volunteers in conducting wildlife-
themed presentations and leading field walks on conservation lands 
statewide. 2016 impacts from this group of volunteers include:

• Volunteers delivered 35 public talks reaching 739 people
• Volunteers led 15 field walks, with over 184 participants

Since the development of the program in 2010, Speaking for Wildlife
volunteers have delivered over 240 presentations and 95 field 
walks reaching over 6,690 people throughout New Hampshire. 

SPEAKING FOR WILDLIFE

Coverts volunteers currently own or manage over 140,000 acres
in New Hampshire and manage thousands of acres for wildlife each year:

Resource Inventory 2,268 acres
Grasslands/Old Fields Mgmt. 859 acres
Timber Stand Improvement 640 acres
Hardwood Management 638 acres
Early Successional Management 543 acres
Softwood Management 328 acres
Wetland Enhancement 236 acres

Coverts Habitat 
Management 

in 2016 CUMULATIVE IMPACTS
1999-2016

Since 1999 (the first year data is 
available), Coverts volunteers have 
contributed over 288,110
hours of service on behalf of 
wildlife and stewardship to the 
state of New Hampshire. This has 
an estimated value of over $6 
million. Coverts Cooperators have 
reached over 452,730 people 
through outreach efforts, and 
worked to permanently conserve 
303,000 acres of land since 1999. 

The acres add up.
Since 1999, Coverts volunteers have managed thousands of acres of 
land specifically for wildlife habitat:

acres of grasslands 
& old fields have been 

kept open

acres of early 
successional habitat 

have been created 
or maintained

acres managed 
to enhance 

softwood habitats 
for a variety of wildlife

14,751 10,644 8,865

• Continue to encourage and train Coverts volunteers to 
participate in the Speaking for Wildlife program, giving more 
talks and leading more walks on conservation land in New 
Hampshire, and develop one new presentation focused on 
reptiles and amphibians in New Hampshire. 

• Train up to 25 new volunteers at the 2017 Coverts 
Workshop, scheduled for May 3-6 in Greenfield, NH.

• Organize a two-day workshop for volunteers already trained 
through the Coverts Project for February 2017. This 
continuing education opportunity will focus on winter 
ecology and wildlife.

• Continue to improve volunteer and continuing education 
opportunities for Coverts volunteers, including through The 
Stewardship Network: New England.

in 2016
• Organized the 22nd annual Coverts Training 

Workshop in Greenfield, NH. Trained 22 new 
Coverts Cooperators from 21 different New 
Hampshire communities.

• Sent 23 e-mail newsletter updates that included 
volunteer opportunities, workshops and trainings,
and 20 different news items posted to the Coverts 
Blog (extension.unh.edu/Article Categories/Coverts).

• Expanded the Speaking for Wildlife volunteer 
speakers bureau program, training 23new 
volunteers. In total, 50 talks and walks held 
statewide reached over 920 people.

• Promoted Coverts participation in hundreds of 
volunteer opportunities statewide, including 
through The Stewardship Network: New England.

LAND MANAGEMENT


