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The stewardship efforts of Eric White of Sullivan, 
NH have always played a major role in his 
activities. Spending much of his time outdoors and 
on his town conservation commission (Sullivan), 
Eric has maintained a connection with wildlife and 
the natural world throughout his time on his 
property in Sullivan, where he and his family have 
lived on their land since 1998. In just over a 
decade, Eric and his family have gone from living 
in a camp on the property without basic utilities, 
to building the home they inhabit now.  
 
In 2008-09 Eric began considering stewardship 
options for managing the land for wildlife 

habitation. With his mind set on ecological progress, Eric contacted UNH Cooperative Extension 
Forester Steve Roberge and Wildlife Specialist Matt Tarr to augment his plans for wildlife 
management. This management vision included minor and major landscape development. The 
intent of Eric’s operations was to manage and implement for early successional forest.  
 
Eric explains his basic management goal: “The plan is to open up the wet areas to migrant birds, 
to let sun get through the overhanging trees, and to create early successional habitat.” 
Approximately 2.5 acres of his land are devoted to management of early successional forest 
regeneration. With heavy logging on the property 50-60 years prior, the early successional habitat 
was a primary tool for wildlife management. “We get our firewood from the forests, but most of 
my gain is in observation and learning from just being around wildlife”, Eric notes. Management 
on the 2.5 acres included timber removal of all present trees except hemlocks. In addition 3 
acres of Eric’s property are used as a clearing for conversion into old pasture, with annual 
mowing and seeding with wild grasses. The property contains a small bog (¼ acre), 1 ¼ miles of 
adjoining streams with a ¼ mile of riparian hemlock buffer zone. These wetland areas, combined 
with open forest and grassland habitat are ideal for woodcock (Scolopax minor) and numerous 
migratory bird species. 
 
While Eric’s wildlife efforts have allowed for development of biodiversity on his property, he has 
devoted as much labor to the development of human recreation and enjoyment. Through 
connections of trail systems between neighboring towns and adjacent Class-6 roads, Eric has used 
his land to open the trail system up extensively for hiking, snowmobiling and various recreation. 
He’s also learned more about wildlife from his experience: “I learned some wildflower and plant 
IDs as a kid, but have re-learned and become more efficient through managing the land and 
through observation.” He’s also learns from his observations on the land, saying, “I have been 
learning to keep track of the birds that are around. I’ve seen breeding habits increase, and an 
overall increase in number of species.” 
 
Eric’s management for wildlife extends beyond his home in Sullivan. Active on the Town of 
Sullivan Conservation Commission, Eric works to draw interest into wildlife conservation and 
management. These activities include an early successional habitat workshop on June 4th, 2011 
with a visit to his management site at his home. 
 
With his land and wildlife stewardship, Eric has grown better appreciate various flora and fauna 
on his property. In the first season after his improvements to wildlife management, Eric by now 
has undoubtedly enjoyed the springtime “peent” and dance of the woodcock in the forest 
openings. 
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