
We Are Growing 4-H

We are often so busy, we don’t take the time to reflect both on our challenges and our achieve-
ments. In preparation for the 4-H Alumni Reunion, I had lots of opportunities to reflect and 
project on the path the 4-H Foundation of New Hampshire board of directors has taken and is 
leading us into the future.

In 2004, the 4-H Foundation of New Hampshire and the rest of the state was starting to see a 
recovery from the two previous years of recession. There were no payouts from our endow-
ments and our donors were loyal but giving at a smaller level.

Fast forward 10 years….. the market value of the Foundation’s endowments has grown by 
$250,000. The annual revenue generation grew by almost $64,000. What does this mean for 
program?

The board has continued to support the trips to National Congress, Conference, and Dairy 
Conference, support national competitive teams in dairy and equine, and many in-state events 
including volunteer leader training and recognition. 

New programming has been funded to support Animal Science Bonanza, Sea Perch, and other 
robotics programs, All About Dogs Weekend, the National Science Day Experiment, Healthy 
Living national summits and instate events.  They have also increased their commitment to 
State 4-H Teen Conference and camp scholarships.

The future is bright as the board sets its fundraising goal this year at $150,000, hoping to double 
that over the next five years. This goal can be reached because of the outstanding donor base 
we currently have, which continues to grow. There have been increases in participation in 4-H 
Foundation fundraising events such as the Tom Fairchild Friend of 4-H Golf Tournament and 
4-H Night at a UNH men’s hockey game. Special thanks is extended to the “4-H Family” who 
supports the foundation through its contributions from 4-H clubs, 4-H leader groups and 
county 4-H foundations, reaching over $9,000 this year.

It is an exciting time to be executive director of the 4-H Foundation of New Hampshire and I 
commend the dedication demonstrated by members of the board to set such goals and chart 
the way to achieve them.

Thank you to all donors who believe in maintaining a vibrant New Hampshire 4-H youth 
development program that grows confidence, competence, connection, character, and caring in 
the 4-H’ers that leads them to be contributing members of their communities. 

Sincerely,

Wendy L. Brock
Executive Director

This 2012 Annual 
Report highlights 
some of the many 
programs and projects 
the 4-H Foundation 
of New Hampshire 
funds on a yearly 
basis.  Enjoy learning 
more about them.

Chris Streeter, Foundation 
board member, scoops 
Walpole Creamery Ice 
Cream at Farm and 
Forest Expo.

This has been an exciting year in UNH Cooperative Extension.  As we re-invented ourselves, 
the 4-H Foundation of New Hampshire has had a strong and productive year.  The board 
maintained its focus on providing private 
dollar support to enhance the opportunities 
program staff provide for New Hampshire 
youth and volunteer adults.

Over 15,000 young people have taken 
part in different aspects of the 4-H Youth 
Development program.  You have seen 
them share their knowledge through 
demonstrations, action exhibits and speeches.  
Their knowledge has been challenged at 
Quiz Bowl, Hippology and Judging events.  
We support their efforts at state events, 
Eastern States Exposition and national events 
and conferences.

In New Hampshire 4-H Youth Development, we continue to have a balanced program, 
meeting the needs of youth and adults in the traditional 4-H club, afterschool programs, 
Barry Conservation 4-H Camp and through Operation: Military Kids.  

The recent hiring of seven new county-based 4-H program coordinators will help support the 
4-H club program, enhancing program vibrancy.  All 4-H programs continue to support the 
national mission mandates of Healthy Living, 4-H Science and Citizenship Education.

Your support of the special events sponsored by the 4-H Foundation of New Hampshire 
provided fun for families and friends. Whether you were at the Tom Fairchild Friend of 4-H 
Golf Tournament, at the NH Fisher Cat’s or eating ice cream at Farm and Forest, great fun 
and food was experienced by all. Thank you to our new sponsors of Farm and Forest: Walpole 
Creamery and Stonyfi eld Yogurt. 

It is exciting to watch the leadership skills of 4-H members move from theory to action.        
The state 4-H Teen Council hosted “Exploratorium” at the annual teen conference and several 
board members participated, helping the 200-plus delegates try experiments and analyze why 
they did or did not work.

I want to thank the board for its efforts to be actively involved in the fundraising activities 
of the 4-H Foundation of New Hampshire.  We hope to continue to explore new donors, 
new grant sources and new project opportunities for the New Hampshire 4-H Youth 
Development Program.

Sincerely,

Executive Director, 4-H Foundation of NH 

4hfoundationnh.org

The 4-H Foundation of New Hampshire Enhances the Vibrancy of 4-H 

Joanne Fairchild draws the winning raffl e 
number at the Tom Fairchild Friend of 4-H 
Golf Tournament.

Teens from across New 
Hampshire participated in 
this year’s “The Universe is 
Yours,” science experiments 
that were part of the 4-H 
Teen Conference held on 
the UNH campus in June. 
Here’s one example of the 
fun they had, while 
learning more about the 
world around them.
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Just the figures
The yearly activities and events are
 important components of the 4-H 
Youth Development Program. 
Listed below are participation 
figures from this past year for 4-H 
Foundation-supported events.

National
4-H Conference - 4 youth 
4-H Congress - 5 youth
National Dairy Conference- 4 youth 
Dairy Judging - 4 youth
Horse Quiz Bowl - 4 youth 
Hippology - 4 youth 
Horse Communications – 4 youth

Regional
ESE Livestock - 92 youth
ESE New England Center - 54 youth 
NE Regional Horse Contest - 15 youth

State
Activities Day - 167 youth
All About Dogs -50 youth
Barry Conservation Camp - 234 youth
Dairy Judging - 30 youth 
Dairy Show - 65 youth 
Dairy Quiz Bowl - 42 youth
Hippology Contest - 26 youth 
Horse Judging Contest - 34 youth 
Horse Show - 82 youth
Horse Quiz Bowl - 42 youth 
Shooting Sports Certification - 56
Teen Conference - 174 youth

An additional 400 adult volunteers 
supported the above events.

4-H Foundation Board Members 
2014-2015
Regina Smick-Attisano, Chair, Lee
Jon Ring, Vice-chair, Exeter
Katherine Thomas, Secretary, Spofford
David Bishop, Bedford  
Rolf Carlson, Amherst 
Lindsay D’Anna, Milford 
Emily Gibson, Lee 
Todd Hammond, Chichester 
Ian McShane, Hanover 
John Porter, Boscawen 
Charles Powell, Manchester 
Chris Streeter, Hancock 
Stephen Wheeler, Concord  
Wendy Brock, Executive Director

Today, I Saw that the Future of 4-H is Going to be Amazing 
by Ray Hackett 

Bringing my past to meet the present—4-H has done it again for me, only better.

Judging the New Hampshire State 4-H horse show served me many reasons to 
love the life that is on my plate.

The honor of judging 4-H shows has helped 
my life to feel complete for many years and 
is literally what I live to do, but today was 
special.

I was told that one exhibitor in the small 
equine division was going to be in a motor-
ized wheelchair, was visually challenged, and 
would have a handler on the other side of his 
miniature companion horse.

My heart melted as I judged him in his first few classes. I of course wanted to 
give him special consideration for the tasks at hand, but I did my best to balance 
everything as fairly as could be with my placings, feeling he would not want to be 
treated different.

I listened to his assistant giving him verbal cues and beamed as I saw him re-
spond in earnest. The crowd and I could feel and see his determination. 

The In-hand jumping class started and he was third to go. His mighty small 
equine companion cleared each fence from a standstill with ease and purpose. 
I know everyone else watching could feel the same goosebumps rising on their 
arms. He was the only one who got a clear round with no refusals and received 
a “First place blue” Danish-style ribbon. The crowd cheered and his enormous 
smile embraced your heart in the most amazing way.

We all have special needs, let’s face it. We are all different and we are all driven 
for the same core reasons. Today we were blessed to see the reason why we need 
to remember that we can overcome anything with the right loving, determined 
attitude.

Today reminded me of why I love the ideals 4-H sets forth. They were planted 
in me the first day I learned what 4-H was all about and why I was drawn to it. 
Today I saw that 4-H really is always striving “to make the best better.”

Today, I saw that the future of 4-H is going to be amazing.



New Hampshire 4-H Clubs Do Make A Difference 

New Hampshire 4-H clubs, members, and volunteers take the 4-H Pledge very seriously when it comes to making a dif-
ference in their communities. As we think of the essential elements that make a strong and positive youth development 
program, two important ones are a sense of belonging and a sense of generosity.  

4-H members learn how to develop respect for the uniqueness of others, and more importantly, embrace the opportu-
nity to help them while developing their own teamwork skills. One hundred thirty-one clubs responded to a 4-H club 
survey and 92 percent completed at least one community service project in the past year as a group, for a total of 355 
different club community service projects.   

4-H youth spent more than 18,560 hours and adults spent more than 14,270 
hours conducting these community service projects.

“Civic responsibility is a strength of our society—community service improves 
our lives and the lives of others,” says Katarina Vogel.

“Random Acts of Kindness—doing good for other people every day is as import-
ant as a big one-time project,” says one volunteer leader. 

  
“Our club raises poultry at school and donates all the eggs collected to our school 
food pantry.”

Eighty-five percent of enrolled volunteers responded to the survey. In total, they 
provided 54,138.75 hours of volunteer service to all levels of the program, club, 
county, and state programming with an economic value of $1,237,611 (based on 

the 2013 independent sector volunteer value of $22.68).*

“Our club got the community involved in writing thank you notes for 
soldiers overseas.”

“We participate in Ice Harvest at Remick Museum, coordinate families to 
attend with cattle and speak with visitors about the role working steers had 
in the past as related to ice harvest and how they are used today.”

The 4-H members put together a presentation for the local high school and 
middle school PTO organizations about the risks of texting and driving. 
 
*On average an enrolled 4-H volunteer provides 70 hours of service, well 
above the national average of 50 hours of service per volunteer, as reported through the Bureau of Labor Statistics 2013. 
Overall as a program this equates to 15,400 hours above and beyond what volunteers give to other similar organizations.

Lion Cubs 4-H Club of Coös County work on 
clean-up of Center Cemetery.

Teen Conference volunteers were kept busy checking 
schedules.



Today’s Leaders …….. Tomorrow’s Future 

The New Hampshire State 4-H Teen Council is a group elected by their peers. The group works with adult advisors cre-
ating a youth and adult partnership that sets common goals. 

The council has the opportunity to put into practice all the life skills they have been learning throughout their 4-H expe-
rience, especially while they plan the annual State 4-H Teen Conference.

“As a young 4-H’er, my participation in 4-H helped me to overcome shyness 
to the point where now I am a member of the 4-H Teen Council for the state 
of New Hampshire to help plan and organize the 2015 NH Teen Conference,” 
says Grace Flynn.

In observing the group, one first notices the respect demonstrated as they 
move through tough decisions. The group quickly learns the value of team 
work and how to agree to disagree, but come to common consensus supported 
by the group.  

This group accepts the challenge of planning a conference that is “by teens, for teens.” Acknowledging that 4-H’ers come 
from cities or small towns, enjoy livestock or building a rocket, are homeschooled or attend large public schools, pay 
attention to detail whether making a dress or taking a photo, they have a common bond when coming to UNH for the 
conference. They want to meet others who have the same interests, accepts their uniqueness and are challenged to try 
things they never could do in their home town. 

“Through Teen Council, I am learning self-reliance and responsibility. Teen Council continues to help me move out of 
my comfort zone,” says MaryClaire Attisano.

As the council hosts a delegation of about 200 youth and adults they become 
ambassadors of the 4-H program, they demonstrate their teaching skills as 
they help present workshops, they learn how to build a budget and live within 
that budget, they polish their public speaking skills using a microphone in a 
large auditorium, they operate on little sleep while maintaining an upbeat “we 
can do it” attitude while at the same time having fun! 

These young role models are an inspiration to all who attend. The adult chap-
erones often say “I could never do that at their age. Our future is bright because these and other 4-H’ers will be taking on 
the leadership roles in our communities and places of business. They show us an optimistic future.”

“4-H has given me the opportunity through fair presentations, community service volunteering, Teen Council, Rocking-
ham County Foundation, and other experiences to develop my diplomatic and leadership skills for my community and 
individual growth,” adds Katarina Vogel.
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