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Gov. Lynch signs anti-bullying bill into law 
Press release 

CONCORD — Surrounded by lawmakers, educators and students, Gov. John Lynch today 
signed a law that strengthens and updates New Hampshire's existing anti-bullying statute. 

The new law, House Bill 1523, will strengthen the state's existing anti-bullying statute by 
ensuring every school has a clear anti-bullying policy and the new law for the first time 
addresses the act of cyber-bullying. 

“As Governor, I have made the safety of our children a priority, and today, we are continuing our 
efforts to protect our most important resource – our children,” Gov. Lynch said. “Together – as 
elected officials, parents, teachers, school administrators and law enforcement – we need to send 
a clear message of zero tolerance for bullying and we will not allow it in our schools.” 

New Hampshire first enacted an anti-bullying law in 2000. This new law strengthens the existing 
statute by requiring school districts to have a written anti-bullying policy. It also adds cyber-
bullying – bullying through electronic means such as cell phones, social networking sites and e-
mails – to statute for the first time. 

“Through the use of technology, bullying can be taken to a whole new level – very often out of 
sight to adults, parents and teachers,” Gov. Lynch said. 

“Today, with this new law, we are sending a strong message that we will not tolerate bullying in 
any form,” Gov. Lynch said. “This is a big step forward in ensuring our schools are continue 
providing safe, nurturing environments.” 

House Bill 1523 was sponsored by Reps. Donna Schlachman, Judith Day, Jayne Spaulding, 
Nancy Stiles, Pamela Price; and Sens. Maggie Hassan and Molly Kelly. 
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