
BY EDITH TUCKER

etucker@salmonpress.com

GROVETON — Mi-
chel Bisson, president 
of Prima America Cor-
poration, led more than 
20 farmers, transfer 
station supervisors and 
solid waste managers, 
and UNH Cooperative 
Extension (UNHCE) spe-
cialists, plus Coös Coun-
ty Commissioner Rick 
Samson on a tour of the 
nearly completed Prima 
America demonstration 
recycling plant on Route 
3 North, designed to turn 
agricultural and some 
other plastic into diesel 
fuel. 

UNHC Field Special-
ist for Food & Agricul-
ture sent out an invi-
tation to area farmers 

to attend the Monday, 
April 27, tour, pointing 
out that the new facil-
ity could reduce their 
costs for disposing of ag 
plastics, including un-
washed hay bale covers, 
maple tubing, and green-
house film. 

Bisson also invited 
area transfer station su-
pervisors, who potential-
ly will be able to divert 
no. 4 and no. 5 plastics 
from filling landfills at a 
price. No. 2 plastic could 
also be used, but most 
transfer stations already 
have outlets for it.

Lancaster Trans-
fer Station Supervisor 
Dennis Patnoe said he 
is already setting aside 
plastic for the Groveton 
facility during this gear-
ing up period, avoiding 

a cost of $84 a ton. His 
son, Littleton solid waste 
manager Brian Patnoe, 
was also on the tour. 

Bisson already em-
ploys two full-time em-
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Balsams bill — SB30 — goes to House floor today for vote
BY EDITH TUCKER

etucker@salmonpress.com

CONCORD — The 
House Finance commit-
tee unanimously voted 
on Thursday to approve 
a bill  – SB30 — that au-
thorizes the state Busi-
ness Finance Authori-
ty (BFA) to guarantee 
bonds for projects in 
the state’s Unincorpo-
rated Places, all but two 
of which are located in 
Coös County.

“For those of us who 
campaigned on a plat-
form of supporting 
policies that would cre-
ate jobs and help our 
economy, this is an op-
portunity to fulfill that 
promise,” said House 
Speaker Shawn Jasper 
in a prepared state-
ment. “This legislation 
lays the foundation for 
new economic develop-
ment in Coös County, 
where unemployment 
rates are the highest in 
the state and paves the 
way for similar growth 
opportunities in other 
rural areas.” 

Rep. John Tholl of 
Whitefield, a Repub-

lican who serves as 
co-chairman of the 
10-member county dele-
gation of state represen-
tatives, said in a tele-
phone interview that 
he is thrilled with the 
Finance Committee’s 

unanimous vote, indi-
cating strong bipartisan 
support for a bill crafted 
through the extensive 
efforts of both House 
members and senators 
on both sides of the aisle 
to help revive the coun-

ty’s economy. 
Although SB 30 has 

been dubbed “the Bal-
sams bill,” other tour-
ist-related enterprises, 
including the Mount 
Washington Cog Rail-
way and the Mount 

Washington Auto Road, 
and a small section of 
the land operated by the 
Omni Mount Washing-
ton Hotel and Resort, 
are located in Unincor-
porated Places, Rep. 
Bill Hatch of Gorham 

explained to Division 
I of the House Finance 
Committee, of which he 
is a member.  

The bill is designed 
to extend the local op-
tion for municipal eco-
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The full cast of the “Bye Bye Birdie” musical comedy gathered at last Wednesday’s dress rehearsal:  WMRHS students Sarah Potter, left, on stage, Jacob 
LaBounty, Patricia Foster, Corrinna Boggess, Danielle Chancey, Rebecca Wild, Sierra Lamphere, Abigail Call, Emma Ainsworth, Spencer Nast, Emily Wild, 
Jared Cape, Tyler LaBounty, Wyatt Dodier, Timmy Voigt, Bailey Couture, Alec Cassady, Jacob Nelson, and Severin Dewitt. WMRHS faculty cast members 
stood together in front of the stage: assistant principal Mike Curtis, Karen LaRoche, Patricia Ainsworth, Jeannine LaBounty and Zachary Babcock.

Proposed House budget slashes senior services in Coös
BY EDITH TUCKER

etucker@salmonpress.com

BERLIN — The pro-
posed budget passed by 
the state’s House of Rep-
resentatives now being 
considered by the state 
Senate cuts vital ser-
vices to senior citizens 
in Coös County, report-
ed Tri-County Commu-
nity Action Program 
(TCCAP) executive di-
rector Mike Coughlin 
in answer to an e-mail 
exchange. 

State Senator Jeff 
Woodburn said the 
House budget would not 
only cut in half funding 
for Meals on Wheels 

and group (congregate) 
meals served as sites 
across the county but 
also completely elimi-
nate all funding for Ser-
viceLink.

“The thought of sig-
nificantly de-funding 
senior meals services 
scares me, because it 
means that many of our 
vulnerable seniors will 
be without an import-
ant lifeline,” Couglin 
said. “In the last fiscal 
year, between congre-
gate meals and home de-
livery, Tri-County CAP 
served over 127,000 nu-
tritious meals to 1,621 
seniors enrolled in our 
Senior Meals program. 

“But,” he continued, 
“the value of the meals 
goes far beyond nutri-
tion. Senior Meals has 
proven to be a vital 
lifeline for seniors, one 
that helps combat dev-
astating loneliness. And 
it is a way for seniors 
to help each other stay 
healthy. By staying in 
touch with each other 
at senior meal sites and 
by using our Meals-on-
Wheels drivers to check 
in on fragile at-home 
seniors, we’ve created a 
network of monitoring 
that helps people stay in 
their homes — and stay 
healthy. We often hear 
that people delivering 

meals to at-home se-
niors are sometimes the 
only person who they 
see all day.”

The proposed House 
budget would total-
ly eliminate the Ser-
viceLink program. 

In the year 2000, the 
state Legislature estab-
lished ServiceLink in 
response to the public 
complaints that senior 
citizens were having 
difficulty navigating the 
confusing labyrinth of 

services to which they 
are entitled, Coughlin 
explained. 

Last year in Coös 
County, more than 5,500 
people were helped 
by ServiceLink staff 
Services, PAGE  A11
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When Michel Bisson, right, president of Prima America Corporation showed off his nearly 
completed plastic-to-diesel recycling facility in Groveton on Monday, April 27, UNHCE regional 
dairy specialist Michal Lunak listened with interest, since now agricultural waste disposal is a 
difficult and costly part of farming.

Michel Bisson shows off Prima 
America plastics-to-diesel plant

Photo by Edith Tucker

Class of 2015 student speakers for the June 13 graduation were announced at Monday’s Spartan 
Spotlight assembly by Principal Mike Berry: valedictorian Jessica Schanlaber, right, salutatorian 
Julia Kamins, center, and Honors Speaker Sarah Potter.

Schanlaber, Kamins & Potter named 
2015 WMRHS Honors Speakers

BY EDITH TUCKER

etucker@salmonpress.com

WHITEFIELD — 
WMRHS Principal Mike 
Berry announced the 
three Honors Speakers 
for this year’s grad-
uation, calling them 
at Monday morning’s 
all-school Assembly to 
stand up at the front of 
the auditorium. 

The Class of 2015 com-
mencement will be held 

at 10 a.m. on Saturday, 
June 13, at WMRHS.

Valedictorian Jes-
sica Schanlaber will 
graduate with a perfect 
4.0 grade point aver-
age; each year, she has 
earned the Principal’s 
Award for having the 
highest grade point av-
erage in her class.  She 
has also been elected to 
offices within Student 
Council.  

Jessica, the daugh-

ter of Kemp and Jackie 
Schanlaber of Lancast-
er, is a talented and 
hard-working athlete 
who has helped the 
White Mountains Re-
gional Nordic ski team, 
track and field team, and 
cross-country team earn 
state championships. 
Named “All-State” in 
all three sports, she 
has served as captain 
in all three WMRHS 
Speakers, PAGE  A13
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nomic development and 
revitalization districts 
to the state’s 25 Unin-
corporated Places as is 
already the case for its 
cities and towns. 

“There is no silver 
bullet when it comes 
to staving off econom-
ic hardship, but SB30 
gives the area a rock sol-
id chance of reinventing 
itself with the state’s as-
sistance, bringing pros-
perity back to an eco-
nomically challenged 

area of our state,” the 
House Speaker said. 
“I look forward to the 
day when the governor 
can sign this bill and 
economic development 
in our rural areas can 
move forward.”  

If the bill is passed 
today (May 6) and then 
signed by the governor, 
it would allow projects 
in the unincorporated 
towns of the state to ap-
ply for bond guarantees 
through the normal 
state Business Finance 
Authority (BFA) pro-
cess, which would also 

members provided in-
formation in answer to 
a myriad of questions: 
caregiver, respite and 
family support, access 
to disability services, 
and certified Medicare 
counseling. 

“ServiceLink has 
proven its value to se-
niors and families for 
over 15 years,” he said. 
“It’s ironic that a ser-
vice that was estab-
lished because of public 
demand would be on the 
chopping block! It’s also 
an efficient program: 
state funds are matched 
by federal dollars, and 
it also receives sub-
stantial in-kind support 
from nonprofit organi-
zations. 

“Finally, Coughlin 
concluded, ServiceLink 
has proven itself to be 
a program that saves 
money for New Hamp-
shire by helping seniors 
and their families re-
view alternatives to 

costly nursing home 
placements.” 

Woodburn notes in 
an online newsletter: 
“The changing polit-
ical mood and Coös 
County’s decreasing 
population have made 
it increasingly difficult 
for the North Country 
to maintain basic gov-
ernment services. En-
suring that we get our 
fair share of resources 
is a high priority. We 
disproportionately ben-
efit from government 
spending and, when 
budgets are slashed 
our economy and our 
people suffer. I’m work-
ing to restore funds for 
various items, includ-
ing Senior Meals and 
ServiceLink, tourism 
promotion, highways 
and local (school) aid. 
These proposed House 
cuts rob our citizens of 
necessary services and 
important investments 
and often shift burdens 
to local property taxpay-
ers.” 
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Serving 
Noon until 
9:00 p.m.

~  ~
Traditional Roasted Young Tom Turkey with Stuffing And Giblet Gravy $15.95
Baked Sugar Carved Virginia Ham with Orange and Pineapple Sauce $14.95

Roast Prime Ribs of Beef Au Jus $19.95
Fresh Cut Loin Lamb Chops with Mint Jelly $24.95

Oven Roasted Pork Loin with Pan Gravy $15.95
Broiled 12 oz. New York Sirloin $18.95
Ocean Fresh Seafood Newburg $17.95

Baked Fresh Filet of Haddock with Seafood Stuffing $17.95
Baked Stuffed Jumbo Shrimp $18.95

Filet Mignon $ 25.95
Also Included Choice of Soup or Salad, Potato, Vegetable, Coffee or Tea

Children’s Dinner $9.95
Reservations Appreciated 466-3315

Special Mother’s Day Menu
Join us Sunday, May 10th

Pitch Perfect 2

The Age of Adaline

Avengers: Age of Ultron PG-13

PG-13

PRESENTS

       CHALET
East Milan Rd. Berlin, NH 752-5517ˆ

MOTHER’S DAY BASH!
Take your momma out!

Saturday, May 9, 2015
Doors Open at 8:00pm

White 
Mountain

DANCE TO THE INCREDIBLE

“LAST KID PICKED”
21 and Older • Major Credit Cards Accepted

TICKETS:
$12 in advance – available at Bob’s Market

(Bob’s Market: 752-4412)
$15 at the door IF available

May 8-13

What We Do
In the Shadows
Directed By: Taika Waititi, Jemaine Clement; Unrated, 1 hr. 26 min.

A surprisingly delicate vampire spoof that’s both hilarious and respectful, and
that captures all the silliest, scariest and saddest aspects of the bloodsucking 

tradition in one delicious package.” —Andrew O’Hehir, Salon.com 

Thurs., May 14 at 7:30 pm
Tickets: $10/ Members $8

The Power of Place
Filmed and directed by: New Hampshire conservation photographer 

and filmmaker Jerry Monkman
The film will be followed by a panel discussion with the filmmakers

as well as experts on the Northern Pass issue.

SB30
(continued from Page A1)

Services
(continued from Page A1)

ployees: diesel mechanic 
Guy Turgeon of Clarks-
ville and office manag-
er Heather Singer of 
Stratford. Workers from 
Ray’s Electric of Berlin 
and Bancroft Construc-
tion of South Paris, Me. 
are also hard at work in 
the building.

More jobs will be cre-
ated when the plant is 
fully operational.

Much of the machin-
ery has been tailored for 
use this specific plant, 
and Bisson said the pro-
cess of turning plastic 
waste into diesel fuel is 
proprietary. 

He explained that he 
anticipates being able to 
commission the facility, 
the first floor of which 
was originally built as a 
warehouse for Wausau 
Carriers, in July and to 
begin to run it 24/7 this 
fall for approximately 
8,000 hours a year.

Prima America added 
a seven-story tower to 
the plant, outfitted with 
two metal staircases in 
order to meet state fire 
safety codes. The unex-
pected requirement for 
a second staircase cost 
$1 million, Bisson com-
plained. 

The facility’s roof is 
designed as a year-round 
water collection system.

An English-made 
1.2-megwatt Rus-
ton-GEC Diesels gener-
ator is expected to pro-
vide 90 percent of the 

needed electrical power, 
and Chiptec Wood Ener-
gy Systems of Williston, 
Vt., has also installed 
biomass equipment in a 
nearby building. 

The Prima America 
facility has been under 
construction in fits and 
starts for more than five 
years, explained Bisson, 
a citizen of Quebec, Can-
ada, who is now spend-
ing the bulk of his time 
in New Hampshire. He 
and investors are self-fi-
nancing the project — 
without going to banks, 
he explained. If the 
demonstration facility is 
as successful as hoped, 
a larger facility will be 
built, potentially on the 
former paper mill site. 

Many details about 
collecting and storing 
plastics and selling the 
diesel fuel in bulk are 
still being worked out, 
Bisson said, noting that 
the day’s tour was part 
of his information-gath-
ering process. He ex-
pects to use agricultur-
al and transfer-station 
plastic from a wide area, 
extending into Vermont, 
western Maine, and like-
ly the Sherbrooke-Coa-
ticook, Quebec, region 
and possibly New York 
state, he said.  

Those interested in 
learning more about the 
demonstration facility 
can e-mail Heather Sing-
er at HSINGER2005@
gmail.com or phone 631-
5699.

Farmers on the tour 

included: Joyce Brady 
who with her husband 
Chris raises cattle in 
Columbia; dairy farm-
er Scott Forbes, maple 
syrup producer and re-
tailer Dave Fuller and 
cattleman Stan Knecht 
of Lancaster; dairy 
farmer Gordon Gray of 
Groveton; and red deer 
rancher Henry Ahern 
of Bonnie Brae Farms in 
Plymouth. 

UNH Extension spe-
cialists on the tour in-

cluded Turaj, his Belk-
nap County counterpart 
Kelly McAdam, forester 
Brendan Prusick, and 
dairy specialist Michal 
Lunak, along with Regan 
Pride, waste manage-
ment planner at North 
Country Council. Pride 
(rpride@nccouncil.org) 
is one of two waste man-
agement planners at 
NCC working on waste 
management issues un-
der a USDA grant. Dan 
Woods is the other one.

Photo by Edith Tucker

Lancaster Transfer Station Supervisor Dennis Patnoe is already 
setting aside some plastic waste products that he cannot now 
recycle as he eagerly awaits the day the Prima America facility 
will be commissioned in July with the expectation of a 24/7 
operation this fall. It costs $84 a ton to send materials to a 
landfill. 

Plant
(continued from Page A1)

require a full review 
and approval by Gover-
nor and Council.

Dixville Capital LLC 

principal Les Otten will 
give an update on The 
Balsams’ project in his 
role as keynote speaker 

at 8 p.m. during Friday 
night’s North Country 
Chamber of Commerce 
annual dinner at the 

Timeout Sports Bar and 
Grille at the Northland 
in Canaan, Vt.
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