Disposal of emerald ash borer generated waste
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Emerald ash borer (EAB) infestations are guaranteed to generate
dead ash trees and wood waste. Live life stages of emerald ash
borer may be hidden within this waste material and pose a risk of
spreading the infestation. How you handle and manage this waste
is an important part of reducing the spread of this destructive
beetle.
EAB-regulated articles capable of spreading emerald ash borer
include: ash logs, ash chips and mulch, and hardwood firewood.
Jobs in Belknap, Hillsborough, Merrimack, Rockingham, and
Strafford Counties with waste moved out of those counties: This
movement is regulated by state and/or federal quarantine and requires
a compliance agreement. Depending on your process, destination of
material, and timing of projects, you may qualify for a compliance
agreement. See “Harvesting wood in Belknap, Hillsborough, Merrimack,
Rockingham, or Strafford County?” or call Morgan Dube, 271-3681 for
more information.
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Jobs in Belknap, Hillsborough, Merrimack, Rockingham, or Strafford Counties with waste
staying within those counties: This movement is not regulated by either the state or federal
government. Keep in mind, however, that this transportation of potentially-EAB infested material poses
a high risk of spreading the beetle and there are steps that you can take to reduce your risk of
spreading this destructive and devastating beetle. The state has issued recommended best
management practices, available at: https://extension.unh.edu/resources/files/
Resource004263_Rep6105.pdf. In general, the following actions can reduce EAB populations and your
risk for transporting and spreading EAB during your landscape management activities:
Consider timing of activities: EAB adults begin to emerge mid-June
and are active into September. The optimal time to do a removal of infested
ash material would be autumn-early winter. Adults are not active or mobile,
and an extended drying period before the next season will increase (but not
guarantee) the likelihood that larvae will desiccate and die before the spring.
 Chip or mulch it: You can reduce the risk of spreading EAB by chipping
ash waste as both the mechanics and the heat generated by the chipping
process can kill life stages of EAB. If you are able to chip the waste to a size
of 1” or smaller in two planar dimensions, you can qualify for a compliance
agreement to move the material out of the quarantine area. If your chip sizes
are larger, you have not eliminated the risk, but you have reduced it. Chips
of this larger size must not be transported out of the quarantine area without
a compliance agreement.
 Keep it local: Reduce your spread of EAB by keeping waste material
local (on site or within 5 miles of the site). It can be chipped on site, used as
local firewood, or aged locally for at least a growing season.
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Emerald ash borer is difficult to detect, especially
early in the infestation. This is the best current
information on EAB in NH. The map of active
infestations and the counties under quarantine will
change with new detections of emerald ash borer.
Please visit www.nhbugs.org regularly.
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Emerald ash borer is difficult to detect, especially early in the
infestation. This is the best current information on EAB in NH. The map
of active infestations and the counties under quarantine will change
with new detections of emerald ash borer. Please visit www.nhbugs.org
regularly.

