
Making life better in New Hampshire

Community and Economic Development (CED)
County residents participated in our programs, which foster resilient communities and build strong local 
economies. Overall, CED programs helped community leaders engage 1,112 citizens in local decision-
making and action. More than 21% of them took on new leadership roles in their communities. More 
than 1,043 businesses statewide benefited from CED programs focused on developing local strategies for 
business retention and expansion.

Food and Agriculture 
County residents turned to Cooperative Extension for current, research-based information in the pursuit 
of profitable and sustainable agriculture. Extension specialists trained food producers, processors and 
restaurant workers to handle and prepare food safely, resulting in a reduction in food-borne illness. 
Farmers learned agricultural practices that protect water and soil quality and provide citizens with year-
round access to high quality, locally-grown food.

Natural Resources
Across the state Cooperative Extension assisted 1,151 landowners with advice on conservation practices 
and referrals to New Hampshire licensed foresters and certified loggers. Community resource managers, 
municipal officials, volunteers and natural resource professionals received advice and training on forest 
and wildlife management, geographical information systems (GIS), the forest industry, invasive species, 
land and water conservation, and water resources via more than 450 workshops and trainings. Our work 
impacted 174,000 acres statewide. 

UNH Professional Development & Training (PD&T)
For over 25 years PD&T has conducted workshops, certificate programs and conferences for New 
Hampshire’s business professionals and educators. Now part of the Cooperative Extension family, PD&T 
provides its students with access to a wide range of high-quality trainings in business, teaching, school 
administration, grant-writing and much more. You can find PD&T’s catalog online (unh.edu/training) or 
at your county Cooperative Extension office.  

Youth and Family
Our staff and volunteers build resiliency and life skills, develop workforce-ready young leaders, and help 
families avoid addiction and obesity. In 2016, more than 25,000 citizens participated in our 4-H and 
nutrition programs. Practical trainings for educators doubled in attendance to more than 2,300. Because of 
our community-based work, more than 2,200 students will benefit from improved school health policies.   

For over 100 years, NH counties and UNH Cooperative Extension have enjoyed 
a successful partnership that strengthens citizens and communities through  
research-based information, practical education and cooperative solutions. 

extension.unh.edu

Citizen View

UNH Cooperative Extension volunteers at 2016 Great Bay Clean Up.

2016 HIGHLIGHTS
STATEWIDE

Ralph Rathjen
Sanbornton, NH

Farmer & Extension Advisor  
“UNH Extension 

provides a valuable 
resource for small 
farmers in NH.”

Deirdre Oliver
Harrisville, NH

Master Gardener
“I started a community 

garden and there is 
wonderful participation 

by the community.”

Angela Hiley
Marine Docent

Newmarket, NH  
“The docent programs 
emphasize important 
principals that may 

produce involved 
global citizens.”

603.862.1520
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4,832 volunteers
worked 190,852 hours

VALUE OF TIME = $4.5M

The University of New Hampshire is an equal opportunity educator and employer.  
University of New Hampshire, U.S. Department of Agriculture and N.H. counties cooperating.

For more than 100 years,  
New Hampshire counties and the  
University of New Hampshire 
(UNH) have worked together to 
meet citizens’ needs, enhance their 
quality of life and improve the 
state’s economy. 

Funding for this work is shared. 
Overall, for every $1.00 counties 
contributed, UNH provided  
about $2.00 of resources.

WHAT WE DO
in New Hampshire

Helping State
Our

UNH COOPERATIVE EXTENSION

YEAR IN REVIEW2016

1,589 workers learned safe food handling; 2,432 citizens helped 
by Info Line;  480 farms received technical assistance
204,468 acres improved; water quality monitored in 43  lakes; 
1,151 woodlot owners advised
1,057 businesses served; 1,162 citizens engaged in plans 
and projects in their communities; 480 farms served

25,554 kids & parents engaged in educational programs; 
2,359  local educators trained in STEM & youth development

UNH  
contributed 
$5,297,777

County contributed 
$2,625,269

148 employees  
in NH, 86 staff in 
county offices, &  

62 staff providing 
statewide service 

from UNH and 
Education Center

examples of 

STATE
IMPACT

DOC# all170227

107,111 Interactions* 
 with Residents * Interactions include workshop participations,  

   volunteer trainings, one-on-one consultations,  
   seminar attendances and course enrollments


