[image: image1.jpg]4 SNl
Northeast Silviculture Tnstitute
for Foresters



Northeast Silviculture Institute: Pine-Oak-Hemlock
Stand dynamics and forest health
May 16, 2018
Assignment details
The goal of this assignment is to apply knowledge gained through today’s presentations, field trip, and your previous experience to develop a rapid assessment of a portion of UNH Woodlands in regards to patterns in pine-oak-hemlock forest development and associated forest health considerations. 
Form a small group and discuss the questions below. Fill out and submit one group worksheet on this webpage (http://www.northeastsilvicultureinstitute.org/2018-pine-oak-hemlock-session/ See upload your assignment) by Thursday morning before the session begins. You can download a WORD version of this worksheet from that webpage for your use. When naming the file, use at least one last name of a person in your group. 

Group Members: ​​​​​​​​​​​​______________________________________________________________
1) Based on the forest conditions in the area you are working in, describe what you believe is the origin and general history of the stand. Beyond your description, make sure to note the structural and compositional evidence you are using to support this historical reconstruction, including clues from forest structural conditions (e.g., distribution of tree sizes, canopy structure, abundance of deadwood, microtopography) and species composition (i.e., silvics of dominant species).
a. Description of general stand history 
b. Structural conditions reflecting stand history
c. Species compositional conditions reflecting stand history
d. Other factors providing clues to past history

2) There are a range of forest health issues that affect pine-oak-hemlock forests. Based on your assessment of the area you’re working in:

a. What forest health issues are currently affecting this stand?

b. What management approaches might you apply to minimize the impacts of those issues on long-term forest health and productivity of this stand?

c. Beyond those species you currently identified, what additional pests and pathogens are a concern for these forest types and what are the associated management approaches to minimize their impacts?
3) What ecosystem market opportunities are there in this stand and how might you manage this area to increase those values?
4) What would be a logical silvicultural treatment to apply in the next entry to this stand? Make sure to justify your answer.


