
“Rules, Roles, and Responsibilities in Charitable Conservation Transactions” Workshop 

Saving Special Places Conference, Alton, NH, April 7, 2018 

By Atty. Tom Masland, Ransmeier & Spellman, PC (tom@ranspell.com, 228-0477) & 

Tom Howe, Society for the Protection of NH Forests (thowe@forestsociety.org, 224-9945) 

 

 
 

Preparation and distribution of this presentation is made possible by 

 the New Hampshire Bar Foundation’s J. Albert and Mildred E. Lynch Fund. 

 

 

I. Introduction 

 

II. Drafting & Technical Compliance  (selected items—all re Conservation Easements) 

A. Conservation Purposes & Inconsistent Uses 

B. Mortgage Subordination 

C. Condemnation/Extinguishment 

D. No Extinguishment of CE by Merger 

E. Minerals and excavation 

 

III. Conservation Easement Amendment & Discretionary Consent 

A. Amendment vs. Discretionary Consent 

B. Current IRS position 

C. Impermissible Private Benefit & Private Inurement 

D.  Include in CE, or Not? 

E.  Holder’s Duty:  Weigh Financial & Cons. Outcomes 

F.  Amendment as Charitable Deduction 

 

IV. Appraisals & IRS Form 8283s 

A. Qualified Appraisal 

B. Was a Gift Made? 

C.  Form 8283 

 

V. Gift Acknowledgment Letter  

A. Terminology 

B. Donor’s Burden to Get, Donee’s Service to Provide 

C. Required Components 

D. Date of Gift 

 

VI. Syndications 

A. What are they? 

B. Core Problems: Promotions & Hyperinflated Appraisal 

C. IRS Concerns, LTA Advisory 

 

VII. Conclusion 

mailto:tom@ranspell.com
mailto:thowe@forestsociety.org










 

 

(Excerpt from Forest Society’s Model Conservation Easement, 6April2018) 

 

AMENDMENT & DISCRETIONARY CONSENT 

 

The Landowner and Easement Holder [and Executory Interest Holder] recognize and agree that 

unforeseen or changed circumstances could arise in which an amendment to certain terms or 

restrictions of this Easement would be appropriate and desirable, or that some activities may 

require the discretionary consent of the Easement Holder, as further described below.  To this 

end, the Landowner and Easement Holder [and Executory Interest Holder] have the right to 

agree to amendments to this Easement, and the Easement Holder may exercise discretionary 

consent, all in accordance with: 

 

 The provisions and limitations of this Sect. 14; 

 The then-current policies of the Easement Holder;  and 

 Applicable governmental laws, rules, and/or regulations. 

 

Any amendment or exercise of discretionary consent shall: 

 

 Be consistent with the Purposes of this Easement; 

 Not significantly impair Conservation Attributes; 

 Not affect the qualification of this Easement or the status of the Easement Holder under 

any applicable laws, including Sects. 170(h) and [delete ref. to 170(h) if no deduction to 

be claimed] 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 and regulations promulgated 

thereunder, as both may be amended, and NH RSA 477:45-47 as may be amended from 

time to time;  and 

 Not affect the perpetual duration of this Easement or the perpetual protection of its 

Purposes. 

 

Any request by the Landowner for an amendment or for discretionary consent shall be in writing 

and shall describe the proposed amendment or the activity for which consent is sought in 

sufficient detail to allow the Easement Holder to judge the consistency of the request and of the 

proposed activity with the Purposes and other terms and conditions of this Easement.  To 

evaluate and then make a determination on the Landowner’s request, the Easement Holder shall 

have the right to engage independent experts, at the Landowner’s sole cost, necessary for the 

Easement Holder to evaluate the adequacy of the proposal.  If a proposed amendment or exercise 

of discretionary consent has aspects which, in some respects, would be detrimental to the 

Purposes of this Easement and/or would impair the Conservation Attributes, but, in other 

respects, enhance said Purposes and/or Conservation Attributes, then the Easement Holder shall 

evaluate the net effect of such impacts when considering any amendment or exercise of 

discretionary consent.  Nothing in this Sect. 14 shall require the Easement Holder [and Executory 

Interest Holder] to consider, negotiate, or approve any proposed amendment or request for 

discretionary consent. 
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A. Amendments.  Any amendment shall be executed by the Landowner and the Easement  

Holder [and Executory Interest Holder], subject to review by the N.H. Attorney General’s 

Office, Charitable Trusts Unit as necessary, and shall be recorded in the Registry of 

Deeds.  

 

B.   Discretionary Consent.   If the Landowner and the Easement Holder agree that any 

activity otherwise prohibited herein or not contemplated by the Easement is desirable, 

and if the Easement Holder determines, in its sole discretion, that such activity (i) is not 

detrimental to the Purposes of the Easement and (ii) would not have more than de 

minimis negative impacts on the Conservation Attributes protected hereby, the Easement 

Holder may then consent to such activity only [after consulting the Executory Interest 

Holder and] under the conditions and circumstances described herein.  The Easement 

Holder’s consent to a proposed use or activity may be limited or restricted in time, locale, 

or by ownership, and shall be in writing. 

 

C.   Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Landowner and Easement Holder [and Executory 

Interest Holder] shall have no right or power to agree to any amendment or consent to 

any activities that would result in the termination of this Easement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6 



 

7 
 

 

 

Claiming an Income Tax Deduction for Your Full or Partial Gift of 

Conservation Easement 

 

 

Landowners usually donate conservation easements (“CE’s”) to the Forest Society 

with the primary interest of ensuring permanent conservation and good stewardship of 

their land.  Some of these donations involve the full gift of a CE, where no money 

changes hands.  Others may involve a partial gift, whereby the landowner sells the 

CE at a price below its appraised value, thus receiving cash for part of the CE’s value 

(“bargain sale”) and making a gift of the balance to the conservation organization.  

Full and partial contributions of CE’s are critical to the Forest Society’s fulfillment of 

its mission;  they not only make conservation projects financially feasible, but also inspire others 

to be similarly generous.  For the landowner, as the “Donor,” such a gift may give the pleasure of 

“doing the right thing,” and may also provide potential tax benefits. 

 

This document will highlight some of the key issues when a Landowner is considering an 

income tax charitable deduction for the gift of a conservation easement.  As noted below, this is 

not intended to provide tax or legal advice, and landowners are urged to retain their own 

professional advisors. 

 

Procedures & Best Practices 

 

The Forest Society, as the “Donee,” must follow certain procedures and best practices in how it 

receives a donated CE to ensure a sound transaction, to uphold the trust that others place in the 

organization, and to maintain the organization’s tax-exempt status. The process by which the 

Forest Society accepts the donation of any given CE is governed by policies and procedures 

adopted by its Board of Trustees, state laws and regulations overseen by the Charitable Trusts 

Unit of the NH Attorney General’s Office, federal law and regulations of the Internal Revenue 

Service (“IRS”), and best practices promulgated by the Land Trust Alliance in its nationally 

recognized “Land Trust Standards and Practices” and accreditation programs. 

 

If the Donor wishes to claim a charitable contribution tax deduction for his/her gift, the CE must 

meet certain legal and technical requirements of federal tax law.  Since both the Donor and 

Forest Society must adhere to IRS related requirements, it’s in both parties’ interests to be clear 

and consistent in how each handles the transaction.  Further, the Forest Society has a strong 

interest in the Donor’s adherence to these standards so as not to get caught up in a problem that 

might jeopardize the organization’s tax-exempt status, reputation, and status as an accredited 

land trust. 

 

A CE is granted in perpetuity, and the terms and conditions imposed by it are permanent.  

Federal tax law, charitable gift requirements, and the Forest Society’s policies prohibit 

amendment or modification of a CE except under exceptional circumstances.  Any future 

amendment or modification will require the review and approval of the Forest Society’s Board of 

Trustees and the State’s Charitable Trusts Unit, and possibly also the Probate Court. 



 
 

 

If there is a mortgage or other lien on the property proposed to be conserved, the landowner 

must, before granting the CE, either remove the mortgage from the CE property
1
 or else obtain 

from the lender or lienholder a written subordination of the mortgage or lien to the CE.  As 

securing a partial release, full discharge, or subordination of a mortgage can be time consuming, 

the landowner should initiate pursuit of this early in the process.  The Forest Society’s staff may 

be able to assist with this key task.   

 

Recommendation for Donor Counsel 

 

The Forest Society strongly recommends that any landowner undertaking a real estate 

transaction engage his/her own experienced legal, financial, and/or tax counsel.  This helps 

ensure that the landowner is well informed and adheres to all requirements, and that his/her 

interests are properly reflected in final legal documents.  The engagement of professional 

advisors also strengthens the resulting conservation transaction against possible later challenge.  

Although the Forest Society’s staff tries to provide helpful information, the staff does not render 

legal, financial, or tax advice.  Ultimately, it is the landowner’s responsibility, with his/her 

advisors, to: 

 

 Confirm all applicable, then-current requirements for claiming a charitable 

deduction; 

 Determine the eligibility of a gift for charitable deduction purposes;  and 

 Determine the value of the gift and resulting deduction by obtaining a qualified 

appraisal. 
 

Appraisal Requirements 

 

To qualify for a charitable deduction, the CE Donor, with his/her advisors, must ensure that the 

content of the CE and the Donee meet certain IRS requirements.
2
  In addition, the Donor must 

follow certain U.S. Treasury Department procedures for claiming a deduction.
3
  For example, the 

Donor must generally obtain—including paying for—a written appraisal prepared by an 

independent, professional appraiser to establish the value of the CE at the time of the 

contribution
4
.  Further, the appraiser must complete the appraisal within a certain timeframe tied 

to the date of the CE gift, and must also use a specific methodology for estimating the value of 

the CE.  Because that methodology requires the appraiser to consider the CE’s possible impacts 

on the value of certain other properties in the vicinity of the CE land, it’s important for the 

Donor to identify to the appraiser early in the process any other properties in the area that 

are owned by the Donor, relatives, or others with financial ties to the Donor. 

 

                                                 
1
 This can be done by recording either a Partial Release of Mortgage, or a full Mortgage Discharge. 

2
 See Sect. 170(h) of the Internal Revenue Code (IRC) at:  https://www.nps.gov/history/local-law/FHPL_IRS.pdf.  

The Forest Society can provide you with a hardcopy of this or any other documents referenced herein. 
3
 See:  http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CFR-2011-title26-vol3/pdf/CFR-2011-title26-vol3-sec1-170A-14.pdf 

4
 The terms “Qualified appraisal” and “qualified appraiser” are detailed in Treasury Regulations 1.170A-13(c)(3) 

and 1.170A-13(c)(5), respectively.   See:  http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CFR-2011-title26-vol3/pdf/CFR-2011-

title26-vol3-sec1-170A-13.pdf                                                 8 
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The Forest Society requires that the landowner provide a copy of the landowner’s qualified 

appraisal report to the staff for its review in association with the IRS tax form that the 

landowner must submit with his/her tax return to claim the deduction (see section below on “IRS 

Form 8283…”). 

 

The Forest Society can provide a list of appraisers whom it believes to be competent in 

preparing CE appraisals for IRS deduction purposes.  As good appraisers are often busy, the 

landowner may wish to contact an appraiser early in the process to ensure that the appraisal can 

be completed on time.  For an appraisal done before closing, it’s important for the landowner and 

the Forest Society’s land agent to have agreed on key CE terms before the appraiser proceeds.  

The Forest Society’s staff can assist the landowner in contacting an appraiser and providing 

maps, a draft of the CE, and other information that the appraiser may need. 

 

The relatively complex process for appraising a CE may help explain the relatively high cost for 

such an appraisal compared to the cost for an appraisal of just land alone.  Relatedly, some CE 

Donors don’t bother claiming a deduction because they anticipate that the cost of getting the IRS 

appraisal would exceed the income tax savings they could realize from their CE gift.  Some 

landowners find they can claim a deduction for their appraisal cost as a “Miscellaneous 

Deduction” on IRS Form 1040, Schedule A, “Itemized Deductions.” 

 

If the CE Donor does not intend to claim a tax deduction for the CE gift, the Donor doesn’t need 

to have the property appraised. 

 

If the Forest Society has significant concerns about the tax deduction that the landowner 

intends to claim, including possible deficiency of the appraisal, the Forest Society will not 

knowingly participate in the project.  

 

SEE ATTACHMENT A FOR IMPORTANT ADDITIONAL DETAILS ON GETTING AN 

APPRAISAL MEETING IRS DEDUCTION REQUIREMENTS. 

 

Acknowledgment of Contribution (“Substantiation”) 

 

The IRS requires that the donor of any charitable contribution, including a CE, worth $250 or 

more obtain certain documentation of the gift,
5
 including a contemporaneous written 

acknowledgment (“substantiation”) from the donee.  The Forest Society routinely provides a 

letter to the Donor accomplishing this shortly after receiving the CE gift.   

 

IRS Form 8283, “Noncash Charitable Contributions” 

 

To claim a charitable deduction for the gift of a CE, the Donor must file IRS Form 8283 

“Noncash Charitable Contributions”
6
 with his/her income tax return for the year of the gift.  This 

Form must be signed by both the Donor’s appraiser and  the Forest Society, which will review 

the Form for completeness and accuracy prior to signing.  Whoever prepares the Donor’s tax 

return should pay close attention to the IRS’ detailed instructions for Form 8283, including the 

                                                 
5
 Contained in Internal Revenue Code Sect. 170(f)(8).  See:  http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/170   

6
 See:  https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f8283.pdf                      9 

http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/170
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f8283.pdf


 
 

required “Supplemental Statement” described in the instructions, as mistakes on this Form are 

common and can delay the tax filing process.  The Forest Society staff will be happy to review 

any preliminary draft of this Form at the landowner’s request.  For all of the above reasons, it’s 

important for the CE Donor to initiate the completion of Form 8283 in a timely way after making 

the CE gift and securing the IRS appraisal.   

 

If the Forest Society has significant concerns about the accuracy or completeness of Form 

8283, the Forest Society may decline to sign it. 

 

SEE ATTACHMENT B FOR IMPORTANT ADDITIONAL DETAILS ON 

COMPLETING AND FILING IRS FORM 8283. 

 

 

Landowner Acknowledgement 

 

I/We received this information entitled “Claiming an Income Tax Deduction for Your Full or 

Partial Gift of Conservation Easement” (including Attachments A and B) on 

______________________, 20___, from ________________________________________, of 

the Society for the Protection of New Hampshire Forests. 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Landowner signature(s) 
 

PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN THIS FORM TO THE RELEVANT LAND 

AGENT AT:  SPNHF, 54 PORTSMOUTH ST., CONCORD, NH  03301 
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Attachment A—Additional Information about Appraisal Requirements 
 
 

The IRS requires the landowner to use a “qualified appraiser” for preparing a “qualified 

appraisal” in accordance with the Uniform Standards of Professional Appraisal Practice 

(USPAP), in order for the landowner to claim a charitable income tax deduction for the gift of a 

CE.  Not all appraisers meet these requirements, nor do any real estate brokers who might offer 

to prepare a “letter opinion of value.” 

 

Generally, the appraiser uses the “Before and After Method” for deriving the fair market value 

of the CE
7
.  Specifically, the value of the CE is calculated as the difference between the value of 

the property before the CE is put in place, and the lower value of the property after encumbrance 

by the CE.   To value the easement gift, the appraiser will conduct a detailed examination of the 

characteristics of the land, including the size and topography of the parcel, access, local land use 

regulations and market conditions, as well as the restrictions and limitations imposed by the 

easement, and what rights the landowner has retained.  The appraiser must include in the 

“before” and “after” analyses any property that’s contiguous to the CE area and owned by either 

the Donor or the “Donor’s family.”
8
  The most common instance of this would be the Donor’s 

residence and few acres immediately adjacent to and excluded from the CE area. 

 

As part of the IRS’ so-called “enhancement rule,” the appraiser must also determine how much 

certain other properties in the vicinity might increase in value as a result of creation of the CE.  

Any enhancement value must then be subtracted from the value calculated in accordance with 

the preceding paragraph to arrive at the amount of the deduction that the landowner can claim on 

Form 8283.  Although the IRS doesn’t explain how far away “in the vicinity” might be, the IRS 

is clear that this could include property that’s beyond adjacency to the CE area and that’s owned 

by either the Donor, the “Donor’s family,” or certain other “related persons” with financial ties 

to the Donor through a trust, partnership, corporation, or estate
 
.
9
  The Donor should consult 

his/her counsel and appraiser to confirm what ownerships will require the appraiser’s 

consideration. 

 

The IRS requires that the “qualified appraisal” be prepared within a specific timeframe.  

Specifically, the valuation date of the appraisal (also known as the “as of” or “effective” date) 

must be no sooner than 60 days before the date of the CE contribution, and no later than the date 

by which the Donor’s tax return must be filed (including extensions) for the year of the gift.  If 

the appraisal is prepared after the date of the gift, the appraisal must retroactively determine the 

CE’s value as of the date of the CE gift.  Finally, the IRS considers the official date of the CE 

gift to be the date that the Forest Society records the CE at the county Registry of Deeds, not a 

potentially earlier date when the landowner might have delivered the CE to the Forest Society or 

when a Forest Society official signed the CE.  For a CE gift made at year’s end, careful 

coordination of closing logistics may be important for ensuring that the official CE gift date 

                                                 
7
 Refer to Treasury Regulation 1.170A-14(h), per link in footnote #2. 

8
 See IRS Code Sect. 267(c)(4) defining “donor’s family”:  “The family of an individual shall include only his 

brothers and sisters (whether by the whole or half blood), spouse, ancestors, and lineal descendants.” 
9
 For definition of “related persons,” see IRS Code Sect. 267(b), which includes the “donor’s family” plus others 

with defined ties to a trust, estate, or corporation, and Sect. 707(b), re others with defined ties to a partnership. 

11 



 
 

remains within the tax year about to end. 

 

In addition, the IRS requires a qualified appraisal to contain all of the following items 

summarized as follows: 

 

 Description of the donated CE; 

 Date the contribution was made (or is expected to be made); 

 Any agreement, understanding, or restriction about the use, sale, or disposition of the CE; 

 Name, address, and identifying number of qualified appraiser; 

 Appraiser’s qualifications; 

 Statement that the appraisal was prepared for income tax purposes; 

 Date on which the property was appraised; 

 Appraised fair market value of the CE on the date of gift or expected date of gift; 

 Method of valuation, e.g. income, market data, or replacement cost approach;  and 

 Specific basis for the valuation, e.g. comparable sales transaction. 

If the Forest Society already obtained an appraisal prior to the Donor getting his/her IRS 

appraisal, the Donor may find it efficient to hire that same appraiser to prepare the Donor’s 

“qualified appraisal”.  The Forest Society, as the earlier client of the appraiser, would need to 

consent to the appraiser also working for the Donor. 

 

If the Donor gets the IRS appraisal done prior to closing, the Forest Society asks to receive a 

copy at least one week prior to closing, to give staff adequate time to review it.  If the IRS 

appraisal is completed after closing, the landowner should provide a copy to the Forest Society 

before asking the organization to sign the Form 8283. 
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Attachment B—Additional Information About IRS Form 8283, “Noncash Charitable 
Contributions” 

 
 
Section A of Form 8283

10
 applies to charitable deductions not exceeding $5,000.  Section B is 

more commonly used for CE gifts, and is for deductions greater than $5,000. 

 

The Donor should complete his/her portion (Section B., Parts I and II) of the Form first.  

Checking off the box (Section B. Part I, Item 4.b.) for “Qualified Conservation Contribution” 

will apply to most eligible CE’s.  Item 5.a., immediately following, asks for a specific 

description of the donated interest, an appropriate place to enter such information as this being a 

CE on __ acres of land identified as Tax Map __, Lot __, located on __ Rd., in the town of __.  

Other parts of Item 5 ask for financial data including the appraised fair market value of the CE, 

and the cost basis of the CE. 

 

The Donor must include with Form 8283 a “Supplemental Statement” addressing four specific 

items, as explained in the IRS Form 8283 instructions.
11

  Some landowners choose to include 

additional attachments, such as a copy of the recorded CE Deed, the qualified appraisal, and/or 

the cover report of the Baseline Documentation Report, even though not required to do so.  

Filing a copy of the appraisal is required if the Donor is claiming a deduction larger than 

$500,000. 

 

The Donor then forwards the completed Form to the appraiser, who should complete and sign 

Part III and then forward the Form with all attachment(s) to the Forest Society.  The Donor 

should ensure the Forest Society’s receipt of a copy of the appraisal by this same time, and 

should allow at least one week for review.  Once an authorized agent for the Forest Society fills 

out and signs Part IV of the Form, staff will then return the completed Form 8283 to the Donor 

or his/her advisor as instructed, for filing with the Donor’s tax return.  To reiterate from above, 

the Donor should start to complete Form 8283 well before the Donor’s tax filing deadline, 

and pay close attention to the Instructions for Form 8283.  The Forest Society’s staff is happy 

to review a first draft of Form 8283, if helpful. 

 

 
4839-8904-4576, v. 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
10

 See:  https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f8283.pdf  
11

 See:  https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i8283.pdf  
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(Excerpt from U.S. Treasury Regulations 1.170A-13(c)(3), “Qualified Appraisal”) 

(ii)Information included in qualified appraisal. A qualified appraisal shall include the 

following information: 

(A) A description of the property in sufficient detail for a person who is not 

generally familiar with the type of property to ascertain that the property that was 

appraised is the property that was (or will be) contributed; 

(B) In the case of tangible property, the physical condition of the property; 

(C) The date (or expected date) of contribution to the donee; 

(D) The terms of any agreement or understanding entered into (or expected to be entered 

into) by or on behalf of the donor or donee that relates to the use, sale, or 

other disposition of the property contributed, including, for example, the terms of 

any agreement or understanding that - 

(1) Restricts temporarily or permanently a donee's right to use or dispose of the 

donated property, 

(2) Reserves to, or confers upon, anyone (other than a donee organization or an 

organization participating with a donee organization in cooperative fundraising) any 

right to the income from the contributed property or to the possession of the property, 

including the right to vote donated securities, to acquire the property by purchase or 

otherwise, or to designate the person having such income, possession, or right to 

acquire, or 

(3) Earmarks donated property for a particular use; 

(E) The name, address, and (if a taxpayer identification number is otherwise required by 

section 6109 and the regulations thereunder) the identifying number of the qualified 

appraiser; and, if the qualified appraiser is acting in his or her capacity as a partner in 

a partnership, an employee of any person (whether an individual, corporation, or 

partnerships), or an independent contractor engaged by a person other than the donor, 

the name, address, and taxpayer identification number (if a number is otherwise required 

by section 6109 and the regulations thereunder) of the partnership or the person who 

employs or engages the qualified appraiser; 

(F) The qualifications of the qualified appraiser who signs the appraisal, including the 

appraiser's background, experience, education, and membership, if any, in professional 

appraisal associations; 

(G) A statement that the appraisal was prepared for income tax purposes; 

(H) The date (or dates) on which the property was appraised; 

(I) The appraised fair market value (within the meaning of § 1.170A-1 (c)(2)) of 

the property on the date (or expected date) of contribution; 

(J) The method of valuation used to determine the fair market value, such as the 

income approach, the market-data approach, and the replacement-cost-less-depreciation 

approach; and                                 16 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/index.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=a0afbbf02fa201329dff2a59ad69b746&term_occur=3&term_src=Title:26:Chapter:I:Subchapter:A:Part:1:Subjgrp:2:1.170A-13
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https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/index.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=bba09cadb5ff01866e924e352f3370d2&term_occur=51&term_src=Title:26:Chapter:I:Subchapter:A:Part:1:Subjgrp:2:1.170A-13
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https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/index.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=8008bf4f45a636da984cc2b6961aaf95&term_occur=3&term_src=Title:26:Chapter:I:Subchapter:A:Part:1:Subjgrp:2:1.170A-13
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(K) The specific basis for the valuation, such as specific comparable sales transactions or 

statistical sampling, including a justification for using sampling and an explanation of the 

sampling procedure employed. 
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(Sample Acknowledgement Letter  For Full or Partial Gift of CE) 

 

date 

 

name 

address 

address 

 

Dear : 

 

On behalf of the staff and Board of Trustees of the Society for the Protection of 

New Hampshire Forests, I want to thank you for your [partial] donation of a 

conservation easement protecting __(#) acres in ____(town).  For the record, we 

received your easement on _____ [add date of delivery/transfer] and recorded the 

deed for it on ______ [some later recording date], the latter being what the IRS 

treats as the donation date.  [When the dates of delivery/transfer and recording are 

the same, use the following instead:  “For the record, we received your easement 

and recorded the deed for it on _____.”]  [When there’s a bargain purchase and 

the dates of delivery/transfer and recording are (typically) the same, use the 

following instead:  “For the record, we paid $_______ to you for this easement, 

which we acquired and for which we recorded the deed on __________.”] 

 

[It was a particular pleasure to receive your easement in person, and to hear more 

about your motivation for making this contribution and your history with the 

land.]  Your actions are a great example of how landowners can protect important 

natural resources while further enhancing good stewardship of their land.  By 

receiving this conservation easement, we are honored to join you in continuing 

your tradition of fine stewardship. 

 

This land has real conservation importance, in terms of [scenic, wildlife, 

agricultural, forestry, and water supply] values.  

 

As a token of our appreciation, I have asked that a Life Membership to the Forest 

Society be entered in your name.  I also hope you will enjoy the enclosed item for 

your wall. 

 

Many thanks for helping to protect the land which makes New Hampshire special! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Jane A. Difley 

President/Forester 

 

 

P.S.  For federal income tax purposes, please be advised that the Forest Society 

did not provide you with any valuable goods or services in exchange for your gift. 
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