
Conservation Planning: 

Developing a vision for the future 

ecological health of an area and the 

maintenance of farm and managed 

forest lands 



Community Planning Action: 

Why create a conservation plan? 

• Identify and describe the most important 

natural features and resources  

• Promote conservation of these  

• Guide municipal or private voluntary land 

conservation planning 

• Document conservation priorities and 

recommended policies in a municipal 

master plan 

• Suggest regulatory protection for some 

features and resources 



Natural resource inventories: 

What and where natural 

resources are. 



Natural Resource Inventory 

This book is available from 

UNH Cooperative Extension: 

http://extension.unh.edu/ 

Basic Inventory: 

Existing GIS data 

Detailed Inventory : 

Adding locally produced 

data 



Mapping Tools 

http://granitview.unh.edu/ 

GRANITView 

Free online tool with NH data 

already loaded. 
ArcGIS is the 

most common 

powerful 

software but 

there are free 

alternatives! 

 

See UNH Cooperative 

Extension GIS/GPS 

workshops for training 

and online resources. 



Wildlife Action Plan Maps 
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Wildlife Action Plan Maps 
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Other data you can use: 

 

Soils: Prime agricultural or forest 

Public water supplies 

Watershed boundaries 

Unfragmented blocks 

Tax maps (property boundaries) 

Powerline corridors and other utilities 



Areas of local 

importance 

Highest Ranked Habitat 

Highest Ranked Habitat 

Cluster of wetland and 

floodplain habitats 



Add Local Data to Your NRI 

• Vernal pool 

identification and 

assessment 

• Wetland 

assessments 

• Town forest 

inventory 

• Trails  

• Scenic areas 

• Wildlife Inventories 

• Other areas of local 

importance 



Have you found a Wildlife Action Plan species? 

Report it to us! 

 

Easy to use online format with map feature and 

photo uploads. 

 

Also includes all reptiles and amphibians (RAARP). 



Analyze the Information 

 

 
Where are the most 

important resources? 

Why is the resource 

important? 

What are the threats to 

these resources? 

Are there regionally 

significant resources? 



Community Planning Actions 

• Writing a Conservation Plan  

• Reviewing Land Use Planning 

Documents 

• Establishing Land Use Regulations 

• Establishing Zoning Ordinances 

• Encouraging Voluntary Practices 

• Protecting Land  

• Managing Land 




