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Conservation Strategies &
Taking Action for Wildlife

New Hampshire is growing! 

Data from OEP 2013
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So what? 

Why conservation planning?

clean water flood control tradition

recreation economic vitality scenic views
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... and to maintain natural processes

Why conservation planning for wildlife?

development & fragmentation
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As the size of a 
habitat block 
decreases, 

the number of the 
species supported 
by the habitat block 
declines

Consequences of habitat fragmentation

Increase in ‘generalist’ wildlife species 

Consequences of habitat fragmentation
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Loss of wildlife species with large home-ranges

Consequences of habitat fragmentation

Restricts Movement

Consequences of habitat fragmentation
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Increased human-wildlife conflict

Consequences of habitat fragmentation

What can be done to protect habitats?

Identify and conserve
large, unfragmented
habitat blocks
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What can be done to protect habitats?

Identify and conserve
habitats of rare wildlife 
species and exemplary 
natural communities

What can be done to protect habitats?

Conservehabitat blocks in 
close proximity to one 
another to facilitate wildlife 
movement
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What can be done to protect habitats?

Maintain buffers around 
important habitats

Consider Edge Effects
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The general approach to conserving habitats

buffer

buffer

core core

core

link• Identify the main habitat you 
want to protect (core)

• Identify and protect the 
supporting habitat (buffer)

• Identify and protect a 
connection between the 
habitat blocks (link)

Partnerships are key

landowners land trusts communities
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Taking Action for Wildlife
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Restore rare wildlife and habitats. Keep  common species common.

What is the Wildlife Action Plan?

3,500+ received 
technical assistance235,000 acres conserved species & habitats

Wildlife Action Plan Successes
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Professional Input Public Input

169 Species

new england cottontail

silver-haired batwood turtle

bobolink
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27 Habitats

marsh & shrub wetland

northern hardwood conifer

lowland spruce-fir

grasslands

Threats

• Pollution
• Climate Change
• Natural System Modifications
• Invasive and problematic species, 

genes, & diseases
• Development
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Maps 

Based on Regional Data

New Hampshire Data 
used to improve 

accuracy

Mapped to accuracy of 
+ ¼ acre
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Maps 

Biological factors 
rare plant & animal 

species, biodiversity 

Landscape factors 
size of habitat, 

proximity to other 
patches of that habitat

Human impact 
Effects of development, 

roads and utility 
corridors and pollutants
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Action!

Communities

• Conduct a Natural Resources Inventory (NRI)
• Plan for Conservation of Wildlife Habitats
• Conserve Land to Protect Habitats
• Modify Regulatory Protection
• Restore and Manage Habitats
• Conduct Public Outreach & Education
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Landowners

• Identify wildlife habitat on your land
• Inventory and monitor wildlife on your property
• Manage wildlife habitat
• Conserve your land
• Landowner resources
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nhwildlifesightings.unh.edu
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Questions?


