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Shoreland Protection 

Act Purpose







Newfound Lake, Bristol



Lake Massasecum, Bradford



19 Mile Bay, Lake Winnipesaukee





Weirs beach, Laconia



Otter Lake, Greenfield





Lake Sunapee



Suncook Lake, Barnstead







Impervious Area Negatively Impacts 
Water Quality







Impervious surfaces concentrate stormwater

Gravel Driveways

Impervious Area

Roofs









Impervious surfaces concentrate stormwater
Flow Path of Stormwater



Impervious surfaces concentrate stormwater
Natural Buffer Removed





Stormwater affects fish habitat:



Stormwater accelerates aquatic plant growth



increases the frequency of cyanobacteria algae 
blooms





Vegetated buffers help prevent invasive milfoil 
from establishing itself



Shade over the water inhibits milfoil from 
becoming established







The Shoreland Water Quality 
Protection Act Purpose:

Maintain and Restore Vegetated Buffers

Better Manage Stormwater Runoff

Provide Critical Wildlife Habitat



Shoreland Protection 

Act Minimum 

Standards



Reference Line

50’ Primary Building 

Setback

250 feet

The Protected Shoreland

50 foot 

Waterfront 

Buffer

150 foot 

Woodland Buffer



The Woodland Buffer Area

At least 25 percent of the woodland 

buffer area located between 50 feet 

and 150 feet from the reference line 

shall be maintained as natural 

woodland



The Woodland Buffer Area

“Natural woodland'' means a forested 

area consisting of various species of 

trees, saplings, shrubs, and ground 

covers in any combination and at any 

stage of growth. 



Reference line

The Woodland Buffer



Reference line

The Woodland Buffer



Existing Lawns Can be Maintained.  
Lawn is Altered Area.

50 Feet

150 Feet



Reference line

50 ft

150 ft

250 ft

Can’t reduce below what exists today



The Waterfront Buffer Area

The Waterfront Buffer Extends 50 Feet

Landward from the Reference Line



Reference line

The Waterfront Buffer



50’

Create 25 foot x 50 foot 

grid segments starting 

from the most northerly 

or easterly property 

boundary.



50’
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Tree Diameter:

1-3”      =  1 pt

> 3-6”      =  5 pts

> 6-12”    = 10 pts

> 12”       = 15 pts         

Remove trees but, allow 

at least 25 points of trees 

and saplings to remain 

within each grid segment.







Impervious Surface Limitations

Definition: “Impervious surface”

Any modified surface that cannot effectively 

absorb or infiltrate water.



Impervious Surface Limitations

Examples of impervious surfaces include:
 Roofs

 Decks

 Patios 

 Walkways

 Paved-gravel-crushed stone driveways







Impervious Area Thresholds

When the post-construction impervious area 

exceeds:

a. 20%

b. 30%



Impervious Area Thresholds

When a project proposes greater than 20%

impervious area:

1.) A stormwater management plan must be 

implemented to infiltrate increased 

stormwater from development.



Rain Garden



Rain Garden



Dry Well



Dry Well



Drainage Swale



Drainage Swale



Infiltration Trench













Impervious Surface Thresholds

When a project proposes greater than 30%

impervious area:

1.) If any grid segment does not meet the 

minimum required grid score (25 pts), an 

equivalent level of protection must be 

planted to at least meet the minimum 

required grid score.

2.) A stormwater management plan must be 

designed and installed by a licensed 

engineer.



50’

5 1

5
1

1

Provide additional plantings within each grid 
segment so that  each grid segments meets the 
minimum required point 25 point score.





Pervious Surfaces



Pervious materials are not considered when 

quantifying the total impervious area of the lot within 

the protected shoreland.



Example of Pervious Asphalt
Pervious Materials







Shoreland Permitting 

Process



Shoreland Permits

1.) Excavation with mechanized equipment

2.) Filling that changes the contour of the land

3.) Constructing new structures



















Existing Walkways





Existing Patios





Existing Retaining Walls





Shoreland/ Wetlands Permits
Visit the Shoreland Program Web Page!



nh shoreland









Erosion Controls























Wetlands Rules 

Update
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Land Resources Management
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