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Right Plant

Right Place

RIGHT FUNCTION

Goals:  Infiltration and 

Vegetation!



• SOILS

• MICROCLIMATE

• SUN/SHADE 

• EXPOSURE TO WIND, HEAT, 

SALT, POLLUTION, HUMANS

RIGHT PLACE = SITE ASSESSMENT



SELECT PLANTS THAT 

• HAVE EXTENSIVE ROOT 

SYSTEMS

• GROW WITHOUT ADDED 

FERTILIZERS, PESTICIDES, OR 

OTHER INPUTS

• ARE NOT TOO AGGRESSIVE 

(INVASIVE)

• FIT THE SITE CHARACTERISTICS

• AND LOOK GOOD, TOO!

Drawing: Heidi Natura, 

Conservation Research Institute



RIGHT 
PLANT

• ADAPTABLE TO SITE + SOIL CONDITIONS

• RAIN GARDEN ZONES

• COLOR, FORM AND TEXTURE

• SEASONAL INTEREST

• GARDEN STYLE AND DESIGN



extension.unh.edu/Sustainable-
Landscapes-and-Turf/Rain-Gardens



FAVORITE PLANTS FOR RAIN GARDENS

SHRUBS – “FIVE THAT THRIVE” 

• REDTWIGGED DOGWOOD

• WINTERBERRY

• BLUEBERRY

• SUMMERSWEET CLETHRA

• BUTTONBUSH



RED-TWIGGED 

DOGWOOD
• SUCKERING SHRUB, 6-8’

• WET TO DRY SOILS

• SUN TO PARTIAL SHADE

• PRUNE HARD IN LATE SPRING 



WINTERBERRY
• SLOW GROWING

• 5-10’ TALL

• SAME SUN, SOIL PREFERENCES

• NEED MALE POLLINATOR 



BLUEBERRY
• LOWBUSH OR HIGHBUSH

• WET TO DRY, ACID SOILS



SUMMERSWEET 

CLETHRA
• SUN TO PART SHADE

• TOLERATES FLOODING AND SALT

• WHITE OR PINK FLOWERS, LATE 

SUMMER

• 4-8’ TALL AND WIDE, SUCKERS



BUTTONBUSH

• CAN TOLERATE FLOODING

• ? DROUGHT

• 5-10’ TALL, COARSE

• UNIQUE FLOWER CLUSTERS, 

WHITE TO PINKISH

Photo: FoundintheFells.com



MORE NATIVE SHRUBS AND GROUNDCOVERS

RED OR BLACK CHOKEBERRY

SILKY DOGWOOD

WITCHHAZEL

NANYBERRY

ARROWWOOD

AMERICAN CRANBERRYBUSH

NORTHERN BAYBERRY

SWEETFERN

BEARBERRY



FAVORITE PLANTS FOR RAIN GARDENS

“EIGHT GREAT” PERENNIALS

• IRONWEED

• JOE PYE WEED

• NEW ENGLAND ASTER

• BLAZINGSTAR

• BLUE FLAG IRIS

• FALSE BLUE INDIGO

• TURTLEHEAD

• MARSH MARIGOLD



SWEET JOE-PYE 
• TALL ERECT PLANT

• DWARF CULTIVARS ‘BABY JOE’, 

‘CHOCOLATE’

• MOIST SOILS

IRONWEED
• TALL ERECT PLANT

• LATE SUMMER BLOOM

• CAN TOLERATE WET SOIL



NEW ENGLAND ASTER 
• LATE SUMMER, FALL BLOOM

• TALL PLANTS, KEEP IN CENTER

BLAZINGSTAR
• MID-SUMMER BLOOM

• 3’ TALL AND NARROW

• PURPLE SPIKES



BLUE FLAG IRIS
• WET SOILS, ADAPTABLE

• SUN TO PART SHADE

BLUE WILD INDIGO
• SUN TO  PART SHADE

• SHRUBBY LEGUME

• BLUE FLOWERS, BLACK PODS



MARSH MARIGOLD
• SHORT, SPREADING LOW LAYER

• YELLOW BLOOM EARLY SPRING, 

SUMMER DORMANT

WHITE TURTLEHEAD

– WHITE FLOWERS CONTRAST 

WITH DARK GREEN FOLIAGE

– MOIST SOILS

– RHIZOMATOUS



NATIVE GRASSES FOR RAIN GARDENS 

LITTLE BLUESTEM
• 2-3’ CLUMPING GRASS

• MEDIUM – DRY SOIL

• FALL COLOR, TEXTURE

SWITCHGRASS
• TOUGH, ADAPTABLE (WET TO DRY)

• 3-6’ TALL, DEEP ROOTS

• NEW CULTIVARS



GROUNDCOVERS FOR 
MOIST SOILS

• FERNS 

• SEDGES (CAREX SPP.)

• RUSHES (JUNCUS SPP.)



TREES FOR RAIN GARDENS?
• RIVER BIRCH 

• FOX VALLEY OR LITTLE RIVER DWARF VARIETY

• SERVICEBERRY

• WITCHAZEL



BIOFILTRATION 
RAIN GARDENS




