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NRCS Guidance

Ecology, stream evaluation, tips Standalone step by step ‘how to’

Practical Guide to Adding Wood to Streams in NH

So, how much wood to add?

Per 100 ft length at least 4 pieces of large wood that
create 2-4 locations of these critical habitats.

For example, if there is already one nice pool formed by
secure wood, then you may add wood in 2-3 locations. If
there are none, it makes sense to add more wood to
eventually create these pools, riffles and cascades.

Every 300 feet place a larger ‘strainer’ to catch loose
pieces
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A sample stream with added wood

Flow E
irecti
l lll(m L4 / A log is secured,
=] === pinned between live

trees on the bank.

A single tree in B- L
orientation. Make one or
two of these per 100 ft.

Fell most trees

outside of this 100 ft

zone to keep

Within a 100ft
shade on stream. stretch aim for 2-4
( treatments.
- This 100 ft stretch
shows three

Criss-crossed logs with
s smaller branches collect
leaves that attract
invertebrates. Make one
or two of these per 100 ft.

This log is not secure
and should not be a

treatment. pe)

Finally, make a larger “strainer” every ~300 feet
to catch any loose logs from upstream.
Strainers also help spread water into floodplain
during high flow if channel is not too deep.

October 2018



Wood In Streams October 2018

10



October 2018

Wood In Streams

11



Wood In Streams October 2018

Example Single Tree in B-orientation Example Large-Wood Installation

o Wood may be placed on
Direction of Flow L“':e n“? are Flow ground near strainers to
scting fo ol l disperse energy of water
added wood in T
place HI Eoo J

benefit brook trout |

Acrial View

Ba“kf_“u Cross-section View
Elevation Cross-seetion View

Oiginal diagram by Jodl Destosia-TROUT " Oviginal dingrmn by Jool DeStasia-TROTT
1z UNEIMITED and adapéed by NHENRCS

L2250 UNLIMITED and ndapted by NH NECS
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Photo of winching log into B
orientation- perpendicular to channel
and at a natural bend

A treatment location with 2 logs and
some branches will accumulate

leaves and attract invertebrates

Here, a pool has formed and a
cascade has developed over the log,
oxygenating the water

Every 300 ft, make a “strainer” like
below where logs are secure, slightly

above high water line/bankfull

Important to consider

Secure the wood

Consider downstream

Pick suitable trees

Protect buffer

Protect habitat (timing)
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